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Hope In 
Havana 

ANDREA RODRIGUEZ 
Associated Press 
HAVANA (AP) — Colom¬ 
bia's main rebel group 
announced a unilateral 
cease-fire on Monday as it 
began much-anticipated 
peace talks, but the Bogo¬ 
ta government responded 
that it would continue mili¬ 
tary operations. 

Top negotiator Ivan Mar- 



Dutch rebel Tanja Nijmeijer 
from the Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia, or FARC, 
arrives for peace talks in 
Havana, Cuba, Monday, 

Nov. 19, 2012. 

(AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa) 

quez said the Revolution¬ 
ary Armed Forces of Co¬ 
lombia would halt all acts 
of sabotage and attacks 
against government and 
private property starting at 
midnight Monday and run¬ 
ning through Jan. 20. 

He made the announce¬ 
ment as negotiators for 
both sides entered the talks 
in Havana without other 
comment. Marquez said 
the move was “aimed at 
strengthening the climate 
of understanding neces¬ 
sary for the parties to start a 
dialogue.” 

Hours later, Defense Minis¬ 
ter Juan Carlos Pinzon told 
reporters in the Colombian 
capital that while the gov¬ 
ernment hoped the FARC 
would keep its promise. 


Continued on Page 10 
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Hindu devotees take part in worship on the banks of the River Ganges river during Chhath festival, an ancient Hindu festival, 
rituals are performed to thank the Sun God for sustaining life on earth, in Patna, India, Monday, Nov. 19, 2012. 

(AP Photo/Aftab Alam Siddiqui) 


Deadly stampede mars Indian religious festival 


PATNA, India (AP) — A 

power outage panicked 
crowds offering prayers on 
the Ganges River during a 
religious festival, sparking 
a stampede that killed six 
children and eight other 
people, police in eastern 
India said. 


Hundreds of Hindu worship¬ 
pers had gathered along 
the riverbank in Patna, Bi¬ 
har state, to pray to the 
sun god during the Chhath 
festival, according to po¬ 
lice Superintendent Jayant 
Kant. 

People who had filled a 


makeshift bamboo walk¬ 
way leading into the Gan¬ 
ges trampled one another 
as they fought to get to 
shore, he said. 

About 20 people were 
rushed to the hospital and 
about six were in critical 
condition, he said. 


Deadly stampedes are fair¬ 
ly common during India’s 
often-chaotic religious fes¬ 
tivals, which regularly in¬ 
clude tens of thousands of 
worshippers. Nine people 
were killed in a September 
stampede during another 
festival in eastern India. □ 


Israel, Hamas trade fire, tough truce proposals 


IBRAHIM BARZAK 

KARIN LAUB 

Associated Press 

GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip (AP) 

— Israel and Gaza's Hamas 
rulers traded fire and tough 
cease-fire proposals Mon¬ 
day, and threatened to es¬ 
calate their border conflict 
if diplomacy fails. No deal 
appeared near. 

An Israeli airstrike target¬ 
ing a Gaza media center 
killed a senior militant and 
engulfed the building in 
flames. The Israeli military 
said the Islamic Jihad were 


using space there as a 
command center. 

Gaza fighters fired 95 rock¬ 
ets at southern Israeli cities, 
nearly one-third of them 
intercepted by an Israeli 
missile shield. A total of 38 
Palestinians were killed 
Monday. Two more Pal¬ 
estinians were killed in air- 
strikes past midnight, bring¬ 
ing the death toll since the 
start of Israel’s offensive to 
111, including 56 civilians. 
Some 840 people have 
been wounded, including 
225 children, Gaza heath 


officials said. Three Israeli 
civilians have been killed 
and dozens have been 
wounded. Over the week¬ 
end, civilian casualties in 
Gaza rose sharply after Is¬ 
rael began targeting the 
homes of what it said were 
suspected militants. 

Two such strikes late Mon¬ 
day killed five people — a 
father and his 4-year-old 
twin sons in northern Gaza 
and two people in the 
south, medics said. 

Jamal Daloo, who lost his 
wife, a son, four grandchil¬ 


dren and five other mem¬ 
bers of his family in an at¬ 
tack Sunday, sat in quiet 
mourning Monday next to 
the ruins of his home, his 
face streaked with tears. 
“The international pub¬ 
lic opinion witnessed the 
facts,” he said, speaking 
as his 16-year-old daugh¬ 
ter, Yara, was still missing 
under the rubble being 
cleared away by bulldoz¬ 
ers. “This does not require 
my words.” 


Continued on Page 8 
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Obama wraps historic Southeast Asia trip 


JULIE PACE 
Associated Press 
PHNOM PENH, Cambodia 
(AP) — On a history-mak¬ 
ing trip. President Barack 
Obama on Monday paid 
the first visit by an Ameri¬ 
can leader to Myanmar 
and Cambodia, two Asian 
countries with troubled his¬ 
tories, one on the mend 
and the other still a cause 
of concern. 

Obama’s fast-paced, pre- 
Thanksgiving trip vividly illus¬ 
trated the different paths 
the regional neighbors are 
taking to overcome lega¬ 
cies of violence, poverty 
and repression. 

Cheered by massive flag- 
waving crowds, Obama of¬ 
fered long-isolated Myan¬ 
mar a “hand of friendship” 
as it rapidly embraces dem¬ 
ocratic reforms. Hours later, 
he arrived in Cambodia to 
little fanfare, then point¬ 
edly criticized the country’s 
strongman leader on the is¬ 
sue of human rights during 
a tense meeting. 

Obama was an early 
champion of Myanmar’s 
sudden transformation to 
civilian rule following a half- 
century of military dicta¬ 
torship. He's rewarded the 
country, also known as Bur¬ 
ma, with eased economic 
penalties, increased U.S. in¬ 
vestment and now a presi¬ 
dential visit, in part to show 
other nations the benefits 
of pursuing similar reforms. 
“You're taking a journey 
that has the potential to 
inspire so many people,” 
Obama said during a 
speech at Myanmar's Uni- 


E. EDUARDO CASTILLO 
Associated Press 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — In a 

strange and aggressive at¬ 
tack by Mexican federal 
police on a U.S. Embassy 
vehicle that was pumped 
with 152 bullets, one major 
question remains: Why? 
Mexican investigators are 
looking for the answer from 
five police commanders 
who are accused of order¬ 
ing 14 officers to lie about 
what happened on Aug. 
24 south of Mexico City, 
where two CIA officers and 
a Mexican Navy captain 


versify of Yangon. 

The Cambodians are 
among those Obama is 
hoping will be motivated. 
White House officials said 
he held up Myanmar, a 
once-pariah state, as a 
benchmark during his pri¬ 
vate meeting Monday 
evening with Prime Minis¬ 
ter Hun Sen, the autocratic 
Cambodian leader who 


has held power for nearly 
30 years. Hun Sen’s rivals 
have sometimes ended up 
in jail or in exile. 

Unlike the arrangement af¬ 
ter Obama’s meetings with 
Myanmar’s President Thein 
Sein and democracy lead¬ 
er Aung Sun Suu Kyi, the U.S. 
and Cambodian leaders 
did not speak to the press 
following their one-on-one 
talks. They did step before 
cameras briefly before their 
meeting to greet each oth¬ 
er with a brisk handshake 


came under heavy fire 
while travelling in an ar¬ 
mored SUV clearly marked 
by diplomatic plates. 

The police officers, who 
wounded the Americans 
and face attempted mur¬ 
der charges, initially said 
they were in uniform and 
marked cars, and respond¬ 
ed to fire from the SUV. 
But details of the attorney 
general's investigation re¬ 
leased Sunday said they 
were in plains clothes, un¬ 
marked vehicles (including 
two of their personal cars) 
and under order at all times 


and little warmth. 

In private, U.S. officials said, 
Obama pressed Hun Sen 
to release political prison¬ 
ers, stop land seizures and 
hold free and fair elections. 
Aides acknowledged the 
meeting was tense, with 
the Cambodian leader de¬ 
fending his practices, even 
as he professed to seek a 
deeper relationship with 


the U.S. 

Ben Rhodes, Obama’s 
deputy national security 
adviser, said the president 
told Hun Sen that without 
reforms, Cambodia's hu¬ 
man rights woes would 
continue to be “an impedi¬ 
ment” to that effort. 

White House officials em¬ 
phasized that Obama 
would not have visited 
Cambodia had it not been 
hosting two regional sum¬ 
mit meetings the U.S. at¬ 
tends, a rare admonish- 


from their commanding of¬ 
ficers. 

“Commanders controlled 
by whom? Whose instruc¬ 
tions were they following?” 
said one Mexican official 
with knowledge of the 
case. 

The attorney general’s of¬ 
fice continues to investi¬ 
gate possible connections 
between the attack and 
organized crime, accord¬ 
ing to the official, who 
spoke on condition of ano¬ 
nymity because of the sen¬ 
sitivity of the case. 

Indeed the case is sensi- 


ment of a country on its 
own soil. 

The Cambodian peo¬ 
ple appeared to answer 
Obama's cold shoulder in 
kind. Just a few small clus¬ 
ters of curious Cambodians 
gathered on the streets 
to watch his motorcade 
speed though the streets of 
Phnom Penh. 

A welcome sign did greet 
Obama upon his arrival 
— but it heralded Chinese 
Premier Wen Jiabao, not 
the American president. 
Human rights groups fear 
that because Obama de¬ 
livered his condemnation 
of Hun Sen in private, gov¬ 
ernment censors will keep 
his words from reaching the 
Cambodian people. And 
they worry the prime min¬ 
ister will then use Obama's 
visit to justify his grip on 
power and weaken the will 
of opposition groups. 

“If Hun Sen’s narrative 
about this visit is allowed to 
gel, it will create a percep¬ 
tion that the United States 
and other international 
actors stand with Hun Sen, 
and not with the Cambo¬ 
dian people," said John Sif- 
ton, Asia director at Human 
Rights Watch. “It will be a 
tremendous blow to Cam¬ 
bodians who challenge his 
rule." 

Obama’s visit to Myanmar 
was also viewed critically 
by some international or¬ 
ganizations, which saw the 
trip as a premature reward 
for a country that still holds 
political prisoners and has 
been unable to contain 
ethic violence. □ 


five, not only between two 
giant and intricately linked 
nations sharing a 2,000-mile 
border, but also inside Mex¬ 
ico, where the federal po¬ 
lice and attorney general’s 
office have used compet¬ 
ing media outlets to pub¬ 
licly accuse each other of 
lying. 

Federal police fired on the 
SUV because “they didn't 
stop to think, and every¬ 
one just kept firing," federal 
police chief Maribel Cer¬ 
vantes told Radio Formula 
on Monday. “They didn't 
follow protocol. □ 


BP oil disaster 
blame laid on 
2 employees 

MICHAEL KUNZELMAN 

Associated Press 

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — The 

manslaughter charges 
brought against two rela¬ 
tively low-ranking BP rig 
workers in the deadly Gulf 
of Mexico disaster may 
be as far as federal pros¬ 
ecutors are willing to go. 
Or maybe they intend to 
use the two men to work 
their way up the corporate 
ladder. The Justice Depart¬ 
ment has said only that its 
criminal investigation is still 
going on. As a result, oth¬ 
ers are left guessing about 
prosecutors' intentions. 
“Either there simply isn’t evi¬ 
dence that anybody higher 
up was involved, or the de¬ 
partment has concluded 
the only way it's going to 
make its case against more 
senior corporate officers is 
if it charges and eventu¬ 
ally obtains cooperation” 
from the two men, said Da¬ 
vid Uhlmann, a University 
of Michigan law professor 
and former chief of the Jus¬ 
tice Department’s environ¬ 
mental crimes section. 

A federal indictment un¬ 
sealed last week charged 
BP rig supervisors Robert 
Kaluza and Donald Vid- 
rine with botching a crucial 
safety test before the 2010 
drilling-platform explosion 
that killed 11 workers and 
triggered the biggest off¬ 
shore oil spill in U.S. history. 
Two and a half years after 
the blast, they are the only 
individuals charged direct¬ 
ly in the tragedy, despite a 
string of government inves¬ 
tigations that spread fault 
among a host of people 
and companies. BP agreed 
last week to plead guilty 
to charges related to the 
workers' deaths and pay a 
record $4.5 billion. But none 
of the company’s onshore 
engineers or executives 
was accused of wrongdo¬ 
ing in the indictment. 

Shaun Clarke, one of Kalu- 
za’s attorneys, said the 
narrow focus of his client’s 
indictment doesn't jibe 
with the widely accepted 
conclusion that “multiple 
failures at multiple levels in 
multiple companies” led to 
the blowout. □ 



U.S. President Barack Obama speaks to the medai as Myanmar 
opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi listens at her residence in 
Yangon, Myanmar, Monday, Nov. 19, 2012. Obama touched 
down Monday morning, becoming the first U.S. president to visit 
the Asian nation also known as Burma. 

(AP Photo/Khin Maung Win, Pool) 


Mexico focus on police commanders in CIA shooting 


























UP FRONT IS 


Tuesday, November 20, 2012 


World court says disputed islands belong to Colombia 


MIKE CORDER 
Associated Press 
THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — The International 
Court of Justice ruled Mon¬ 
day that a group of tiny 
islands in the western Ca¬ 
ribbean belongs to Colom¬ 
bia, but also granted Ni¬ 
caragua control of a large 
swath of the surrounding 
sea and seabed that could 
hold oil reserves. 

The decision not to grant 
Colombia full sovereignty 
over the waters connect¬ 
ing all the archipelago’s 
islands drew a vehement 
objection from Colom¬ 
bia's president. Based on 
evidence presented to the 
judges by lawyers for both 
nations, “Colombia and 
not Nicaragua has sover¬ 
eignty over the islands,” 
the court’s President Peter 
Tomka told delegations 
from both sides. Despite 
having its sovereignty claim 
over the islands rejected. 


Nicaragua hailed the rul¬ 
ing as a victory. “Colom¬ 
bia was acting like it was 
the owner of these islands 
and like it was owner of all 


the maritime territory, and 
the court told them no, 
that’s not how it is,” Nica¬ 
ragua’s representative at 


the court, Carlos Arguello, 
told the country’s national 
television channel from The 
Hague. “We’ve been giv¬ 
en very important maritime 


territory.” The ruling gave 
Nicaragua “incredible po¬ 
tential wealth and future 
exploitation of fisheries and 


other resources, such as 
minerals,” he said. “That's 
what we were seeking and 
that’s what resulted.” 
President Juan Manuel San¬ 


tos told fellow Colombians 
in a national speech that 
the court had “committed 
grave errors” by ignoring 


the terms of the very treaty 
it had declared valid and 
that the decision would 
hurt the archipelago’s fish¬ 
ermen. The decision effec¬ 
tively cut off four small is¬ 
lands from the rest of the ar¬ 
chipelago and Santos said 
he could not accept the 
court's “omissions, errors, 
excesses and inconsisten¬ 
cies.” While Santos said he 
recognized that the court’s 
decision is final and legally 
binding, he said Colombia 
“emphatically rejects this 
aspect of the decision” 
and “we don’t rule out any 
recourse or mechanism 
that international law gives 
us to defend our rights" 

He announced that he 
would fly to San Andres 
immediately. Undersea oil 
exploration concessions 
for the waters surrounding 
the islands were approved 
in 2010 by the Colombian 
government of then-Presi- 
dent Alvaro Uribe. □ 



Presiding Judge Tomka, center, reads the verdict of the court delivered in the case of Nicaragua 
versus Colombia over ownership of a string of islands and cays off Nicaragua’s Caribbean coast, 
at the International Court of Justice in The Hague, Netherlands, Monday, Nov. 19, 2012. 

(AP Photo/Peter Dejong) 



Where Aruba goes fo play! 

Open daily 10am to 4am • J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 • 583.5000 • www.casinoalhambra.com 

NOTE THAT UNFORESEEN RESTRICTIONS, CHANGES & CANCELLATIONS MAY APPLY TO CERTAIN ITEMS IN THIS PROMOTION. 




CASINO AND SHOPS 


10% off all merchandise & 15% 

Alelina off purchases over $100 US 

6pm-10pm Intermezzo ~ TheSaion FREE Chair Massage • 6pm - 9pm 


Wednesday, November 21 • 6pm-10pm 


Aruba Aloe® 
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Indianapolis Authorities: 


4 dead on ND reservation 


Home explosion now homicide 
investigation 



This aerial photo shows the two homes that were leveled and the numerous neighboring homes 
that were damaged from a massive explosion that sparked a huge fire and killed two people, Sun¬ 
day, Nov. 11, 2012, in Indianapolis. 

(AP Photo/Matt Kryger) 


CHARLES WILSON 
Associated Press 
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Au¬ 
thorities launched a homi¬ 
cide investigation Monday 
into the house explosion 
that killed a young couple 
and left numerous homes 
uninhabitable in an India¬ 
napolis neighborhood. 
Indianapolis Homeland Se¬ 
curity Director Gary Coons 
made the announcement 
after meeting with residents 
of the subdivision where 
the Nov. 10 blast occurred 
and shortly after funerals 
were held for the two vic¬ 
tims, who lived next door to 
the house where investiga¬ 
tors believe the explosion 
originated. 

“We are turning this into a 
criminal homicide investi¬ 
gation,” Coons said, mark¬ 


ing the first time investiga¬ 
tors have acknowledged 
a possible criminal element 
to the case. 

Search warrants have 
been executed and official 
are looking for a white van 
that was seen in the subdi¬ 
vision the day of the blast, 
Marion County Prosecutor 
Terry Curry said. Authori¬ 
ties are offering at least a 
$10,000 reward. 

Curry said the investigation 
is aimed at “determining if 
there are individuals who 
may be responsible for this 
explosion and fire.” 

Neither he nor Coons took 
questions or indicated if 
they had any suspects. 
Officials have said they 
believe natural gas was 
involved in the explosion, 
which destroyed five homes 


and left dozens damaged, 
some heavily. Investigators 
have been focusing on ap¬ 
pliances as they search for 
a cause of the explosion, 
which caused an estimat¬ 
ed $4.4 million in damage. 
“It’s surprising that it finally 
came to that. Everyone 
had their suspicions," Chris 
Sutton, who lives a street 
away from the blast site, 
said after attending Mon¬ 
day night’s meeting. 

“It's kind of scary thaf 
someone might set off a 
gas explosion,” he added. 
“It’s really scary.” 

Hundreds of people at¬ 
tended the funerals ear¬ 
lier Monday for the cou¬ 
ple killed in the explosion, 
34-year-old John Dion 
Longworth and 36-year- 
old Jennifer Longworth.Q 


JAMES MACPHERSON 

Associated Press 

NEW TOWN, N.D. (AP) — 

A well-kempt northwest¬ 
ern North Dakota home 
teemed with FBI investiga¬ 
tors Monday as they tried 
to piece together evi¬ 
dence in the grisly week¬ 
end shooting deaths of a 
woman and three of her 
grandchildren. 

In a nearby community, a 
man described only as a 
“person of interest” in the 
killings apparently killed 
himself just hours after their 
deaths. 

Martha Johnson, 64, and 
three of her grandchildren 
— Benjamin Schuster, 13, 
Julia Schuster, 10 and Luke 
Schuster, 6 — were gunned 
down in the home Sunday 


afternoon, Mountrail Coun¬ 
ty Sheriff Ken Halvorson 
said. Johnson's husband 
was out hunting. 

A fourth grandchild, a 
12-year-old boy, was in the 
home but wasn’t hurt, and 
called 911, the sheriff said. 
The FBI is leading the inves¬ 
tigation into the deaths be¬ 
cause the federal govern¬ 
ment has jurisdiction over 
crimes on reservations. 

FBI spokesman Kyle Loven 
declined to release de¬ 
tails, citing the ongoing 
investigation. He said late 
Monday that the name of 
the man who killed himself 
and whaf role — if any — 
he played in the deaths 
would not be released until 
authorities pieced together 
what happened. □ 


N.Y.C. officer pleads not 
guilty in cannibalism case 


Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — A city 
police officer pleaded nof 
guilty Monday to charges 
he plotted to kidnap, tor¬ 
ture, cook and eat at least 
100 women whose photos, 
names and addresses au¬ 
thorities say he pulled from 
a confidential law enforce¬ 
ment database. 

Gilberto Valle entered the 
plea in federal court in 
Manhattan. Authorities ar¬ 
rested the 28-year-old New 
York Police Department of¬ 
ficer last month based on a 
tip from his estranged wife. 
One documenf on Valle's 
compufer was fitled “Ab- 
ducfing and Cooking (Vic¬ 
tim 1): A Blueprint,” accord¬ 
ing to a criminal complaint. 


The file also had the wom¬ 
an’s birthdate and other 
personal information and 
a list of “materials needed” 
— a car, chloroform and 
rope. “I was thinking of ty¬ 
ing her body onto some 
kind of apparatus ... cook 
her over low heat, keep 
her alive as long as pos¬ 
sible,” Valle wrote in one 
exchange in July, the com¬ 
plaint says. In other online 
conversations, investigators 
said, Valle talked about 
the mechanics of fitting 
the woman’s body into an 
oven (her legs would have 
to be bent), said he could 
make chloroform at home 
to knock a woman out and 
discussed how “tasty" one 
woman looked. Q 
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California judge denies bid for Nativity displays 


GILLIAN FLACCUS 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — There 
is no room for a 60-year- 
old Nativity display in Santa 
Monica’s showcase park 
after a federal judge ruled 
Monday against churches 
who had sued to keep the 
tradition alive when athe¬ 
ists stole the show with their 
own anti-God messages. 
U.S. District Judge Audrey 
B. Collins rejected a motion 
from the Santa Monica Na¬ 
tivity Scenes Committee to 
allow the religious display 
this Christmas while their 
lawsuit plays out against 
the city. 

Collins said the city was 
within its constitutional right 
to eliminate the exemp¬ 
tion that had allowed the 
Nativity at the oceanfront 
Palisades Park because 
the change affected all 
comers — from Christians 
to Jews to atheists — and 
provided other avenues for 
public religious speech. 

The coalition of churches 
that had put on the life- 
sized, 14-booth Nativity dis¬ 
play for decades argued 
the city banned it rather 
than referee a religious 
dispute that began three 
years ago when atheists first 
set up their anti-God mes¬ 
sage alongside the Christ¬ 
mas diorama. 

The judge, however, said 
Santa Monica proved that 
it banned the displays not 
to squash religious speech 
but because they were 
becoming a drain on city 


resources, destroying the 
turf and obstructing ocean 
views. Churches can set up 
unattended displays at 12 
other parks in the city with 
a permit and can leaflet, 
carol and otherwise pres¬ 
ent the Christmas story in 
Palisades Park when it is 
open, she said. 

“I think all of the evidence 
that is admissible about the 
aesthetic impacts and ad¬ 
ministrative burden shows 
that this was a very rea¬ 
sonable alternative for the 
city to go this way — and 
it had nothing to do with 
content," she said during a 
hearing in federal court in 
Los Angeles. 

William Becker, the attorney 
for the Christian group, said 
he expects the case will be 
dismissed at a hearing on 
Dec. 3 based on Monday’s 
proceedings and plans to 
appeal. 

“The atheists won and they 
will always win unless we 
get courts to understand 
how the game is played 
and this is a game that was 
played very successfully 
and they knew it," Becker 
said, comparing the city to 
Pontius Pilate, the Roman 
official who authorized Je¬ 
sus’ crucifixion. 

The trouble in Santa Monica 
began in 2009, when athe¬ 
ist Damon Vix applied for 
and was granted a booth 
in Palisades Park alongside 
the story of Jesus Christ’s 
birth. 

Vix hung a simple sign that 
quoted Thomas Jefferson: 



3 Course Local 

Appetizer, Entree and Dessert 

Fish Soup or Salad 

lee Cream, Quesillo or Chocolate Cake 
Choice include our specialties: 

Aruban Combo, Cabrito Stoba, 
Fisherman's Loot, Ribs, Qasparito Chicken. 

(Qasparito #3 • hloord, Aruba) 

V Tel: (297) 586-7144 / 586-7044 J 

Don’t forget about our early bird special from 5:30 to 6:30 


$ 2I 


95 

• p/p- 



In this December 2011 File photo, atheist Damon Vix in front of 
the display he set among other, traditional holiday displays in 
Palisades Park in Santa Monica, Calif. U.S. District Judge Au¬ 
drey B. Collins rejected a motion from the Santa Monica Nativity 
Scenes Committee to allow their 60-year-old Nativity display in 
Santa Monica's showcase park this Christmas while their lawsuit 
plays out against the city. 

(AP Photo/Scott Head) 


“Religions are all alike - 
founded on fables and my¬ 
thologies.” The other side 
read “Happy Solstice.” He 


repeated the display the 
following year but then 
upped the stakes signifi¬ 
cantly. 


In 2011, Vix recruited 10 oth¬ 
ers to inundate the city with 
applications for tongue-in- 
cheek displays such as a 
homage to the “Pastafar- 
ian religion,” which would 
include an artistic represen¬ 
tation of the great Flying 
Spaghetti Monster. 

The atheists used half their 
spaces, displaying signs 
such as one that showed 
pictures of Poseidon, Jesus, 
Santa Claus and the devil 
and said: “37 million Ameri¬ 
cans know myths when 
they see them. What myths 
do you see?” 

Most of the signs were van¬ 
dalized and in the ensuing 
uproar, the city effectively 
ended a tradition that be¬ 
gan in 1953 and earned 
Santa Monica one of its 
nicknames, the City of the 
Christmas Story.Q 



Chef Chino invites you 
to join us for 

Thanksgiving Buffet 
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5:00 pm - 8:00 pm 
in the Grand Caribbean Ballroom 



Soup 

Pumpkin Soup Seafood Chowder 

Gourmet Salad Bar 

Peel & Eat Shrimp with cocktail sauce 
Seafood Ceviche I Marinated Fish I Artichoke Hearts I Coleslaw 
Salads: An assortment of Baby Lettuce, Condiments and Dressings, plus 
Antipasto, Potato, Macaroni, Egg, Grilled Vegetable, Baby Mozzarella 
Assorted Maki Sushi International assorted Cheese Display 

Carving Station 

Slow Roasted Beef Prime-Rib served with red wine sauce and choron 
Roasted Virginia Ham and Pineapple with a rum raisin sauce 

Entrees 

Grilled Beef Tenderloin prepared-to-order with mushroom sauce 
Grilled Chicken Breast basted with a Rosemary glaze 
Roasted Vermont Turkey with giblet gravy 
Fresh Salmon with citrus dill butter sauce 
Stuffing and Cranberry Sauce Pumpkin Rice 
Garlic and Rosemary Roasted Potatoes Mashed Sweet Potatoes 
Fresh Steamed Green Beans with almonds and red peppers 

Dessert 

Homemade Pie: Apple, Pecan, Pumpkin 
Assorted Mousses Chef's Deluxe Petite Fours 

Adults - $34.50 I Children Ages 6-12 - $14.00 I Ages 5 and Under Free 

plus S.C. and BBO 

* ARJUHA 

REBOOT. CASINO £ SPft, * jfl—> 

For reservations: 526-6612 or 526-6613 radissonconcierge@depalmtours.com 































Tuesday, November 20, 2012 


ms. NEWS 




NOW SERVING BREAKFAST 

• LUNCH • DINNER 


FREE DEUVERY OVER $401 ™- 

FOR HI AND LOW RISE HOTEL DISTRICT - INCLUDING THE REACH! I 


ALL YOU CAN 


$6.99 



3 r 


$3.99 


m 


FREE COFFEE 
UNLIMITED REFILLS WITH 
ANY BREAKFAST ENTREE 




OPEN DAILY - 8:00 A.M. -10:00 ISH 

LOCATED BEHIND SENOR FROCS. ACROSS FROM THE RADISSON HOTEL 
Serving breakfast from 8:00 am til 12:00 noon 


5 Burgers A rube 




BURGERS HANDPRESSED I DAILY FRESH CUT FRIES! I 


Steady housing recovery boosting U.S. economy 


ALEX VEIGA 
C.S. RUGABER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — From 
purchases and prices to 
builder sentiment and con¬ 
struction, the U.S. housing 
market is making consistent 
gains. 

The latest evidence came 
in reports Monday that 
sales of previously occu¬ 
pied homes rose solidly in 
October and that builders 
are more confident than at 
any other time in 6 Y 2 years. 
New-home sales and 
home-price indexes have 
reached multi-year highs. 
And Lowe's Cos. on Mon¬ 
day reported a surge in net 
income, a sign that home- 
improvement retailers are 
benefiting. 

The housing market’s re¬ 
covery still has a long way 
to go. But for now, it’s help¬ 


ing prop up an economy 
that’s being squeezed by 
a global slowdown and 
looming spending cuts and 
tax increases. 

Joseph LaVorgna, an econ¬ 
omist at Deutsche Bank, 
estimates that the hous¬ 
ing recovery could boost 
U.S. economic growth by 
a full percentage point 
next year. That's because 
a stronger housing market 
would mean more jobs, 
especially in industries like 
construction, and more 
consumer spending. 
“Housing could provide a 
meaningful — and critical 
— lift to overall economic 
activity when other growth 
drivers, like exports, are 
slowing,” LaVorgna said. 
Helping drive the housing 
rebound is growing confi¬ 
dence among builders. An 
index of builder sentiment 


compiled by the National 
Association of Home Build¬ 
ers/Wells Fargo rose to 46 
this month, up from 41 in 
October. It was the highest 
reading since May 2006, 


just before the housing 
bubble burst. 

Readings below 50 signal 
negative sentiment about 
the housing market. The in¬ 
dex last reached that level 


in April 2006. Still, the index 
has been rising since Octo¬ 
ber 2011, when it was 17. 
It’s surged 27 points in the 
past 12 months, the sharp¬ 
est annual increase on re¬ 
cord. 

A second report Monday 
said sales of previously oc¬ 
cupied homes are near 
five-year highs, excluding 
temporary spikes in 2009 
and 2010 when a home- 


buyer tax credit boosted 
purchases. Sales rose 2.1 
percent in October to a 
seasonally adjusted annual 
rate of 4.79 million, the Na¬ 
tional Association of Real¬ 
tors said. 

Sales are nearly 11 percent 
higher than they were a 
year ago, though they re¬ 
main below the more than 
5.5 million that economists 
says is consistent with a 
healthy market. 

The Realtors’ group said 
Superstorm Sandy delayed 
some purchases of previ¬ 
ously occupied homes in 
the Northeast. Sales fell 
1.7 percent there, the only 
region to show a drop. 
Those purchases will likely 
be completed in coming 
months, the group said. 

A key factor fueling the 
gains is a gradually improv¬ 
ing economy, which has 
increased the number of 
people looking for homes. 
At the same time, fewer 
homes are available for 
sale. 

Only 2.14 million homes 
were available for sale at 
the end of October, the 
lowest supply in 10 years. It 
would take just 5.4 months 
to exhaust that supply at 
the current sales pace. 
That’s the lowest sales-to- 
inventory ratio since 20060 



A for-sale sign is displayed at a home in Glenview, III. U.S. sales 
of previously occupied homes rose solidly in October. The hous¬ 
ing market's recovery still has a long way to go. But for now, it’s 
helping prop up an economy that’s being squeezed by a global 
slowdown and looming spending cuts and tax increases. 

(AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh) 
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We are specialized in premium Cuban Cigars. 
Opening hoars: Mon. - Sat 3:30am -11:00pm 
Sunday 9:90am - 11:08pm 

Depending on purchase, we have discounts starting lrgin5% up tp MV 
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Lady Luck is waiting for you at EXCELSIOR CASINO! 
For more information 


EXCELSIOR CASINO, located at Holiday Inn 
The most complete gambling experience!! 

* POKER * BLACK JACK 

* DAILY BINGO * THREE CARD POKER 

* SPORTSBOOK * CARIBBEAN STUD POKER 

* THE LATEST GAMES * ROULETTE 

ON SLOTS * CRAPS TABLE 



firing this coupon faryaqrfree Cuban Cigar! 
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New England ski resorts ramp up snowmaking 



A snow gun making fresh snow at the Stowe resort in Stowe, Vt., 
November 15, 2012. The ground might be bare, but ski areas 
across the Northeast are making big investments in high-effi- 
ciency snowmaking so they can open more terrain earlier and 
longer. 

(AP Photo/Toby Talbot) 


LISA RATHKE 
Associated Press 
STOWE, Vt. (AP) — Ski areas 
across New England have 
spent big bucks on low-en¬ 
ergy, high-efficiency snow¬ 
making fo ensure fhe slopes 
are snow-covered earlier 
and longer after a dismal 
season last year. 

At this time last year, Stowe 
Mountain Resort had six 
trails open. This year the 


resort opened Saturday, a 
week earlier than in 2011, 
with nearly double the 
number of trails thanks to 
$4.7 million in snowmaking 
improvements. 

“This summer was a big ex¬ 
pansion for us and if’s al¬ 
ready paying dividends,” 
said Michael Manley, 
mountain operations man¬ 
ager, who says the resort 
is making twice as much 


" thecinemas.aw 


THE CINEMAS 


Valid till Nov 21 


AT RENAISSANCE 


THE TWIGHTLIGHT SAGA: 
BREAKING DAWN PART 2 


AT PASEO HERENCIA 


8:30 

3:00 


8:15 


7:45 


SP 


3:15 


8:00 


daily: 5:45 

matinee: 12:15 
late show: 11:15 
THE MASTER 
daily: 5:15 

matinee: 
late show: 11:15 
SKYFALL SP 
daily: 4:30 

matinee: 1:00 

late show: 11:00 
WRECK IT RALPH 3D 

daily: 5:30 

matinee: 12:45 
late show: 

FLIGHT SP 
daily: 5:00 

matinee: 
late show: 11:00 
HERE COMES THE BOOM 
daily: 6:45 9:00 

matinee: 
late show: 11:30 
TAKEN 2 SP 

daily: 7:45 

matinee: 
late show: 

WRECK IT RALPH 2D SP 

daily: 

matinee: 12:15 
late show: 

SINT & DIEGO 

daily: 4:30 

matinee: 12:00 
late show: 


THE TWIGHTLIGHT SAGA: 
BREAKING DAWN PART 2 


8:45 
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NEW rRH 


2:30 


2:15 
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SILENT HILL: REVELATION 3D 

daily: 10:00 

matinee: 

late show: 12:00 R 

SECRET OF THE WINGS 2D 

daily: 

matinee: 12:30 2:45 

late show: I..'fe„, I 


daily: 6:00 

matinee: 2:45 

late show: 11:30 
THE MASTER 
daily: 5:30 8:30 

matinee: 2:30 

late show: 11:30 
SKYFALL SP 
daily: 5:15 8:15 

matinee: 2:15 

late show: 11:15 

WRECK IT RALPH 3D SP 
daily: 5:00 

matinee: 2:15 

late show: 

FLIGHT SP 
daily: 5:15 8:15 

matinee: 2:15 ___ i 

late show: 11:15 33 I R 

HERE COMES THE BOOM 
daily: 5:15 

matinee: _ 

late show: CPE 

TAKEN 2 SP 

daily: 7:30 9:45 

matinee: __._ 

late show: 11:45 S3 PG-13 

WRECK IT RALPH 2D SP 

daily: 

matinee: 2:45 __ _ 

late show: S3 I PG 

ALLEEN MAAR NETTE MESEN 

10:00 

matinee: 

late show: 12:00 I R 

ARGO SP 
daily: 7:15 

matinee: 

late show: S3 R I 


CRYSTAL THEATER 


BREAKING DAWN PI Thu: 8:30 
BREAKING DAWN P2 Thu: 11:30 


Matinee: sat - wed | Late show: fri & sat |CT= Nededandsondertitelin g| I@3 = subtituiosenEspanoT 


snow as before. This sum¬ 
mer, Stowe added 325 en¬ 
ergy-efficient snow tower 
guns, replaced 150 of the 
land snow guns with more 
efficient ones and put in 16 
fan guns. 

Maine’s Sunday River spent 
$1 million this summer to in¬ 
stall 300 new snow guns that 
will cover 15 of the resort’s 
most popular trails. Now it 
has at least six trails open, 
compared to just two at this 


time last year. 

In neighboring New Hamp¬ 
shire, Ragged Mountain in 
Danbury has added 100 
low-energy, high-efficien- 
cy tower snow guns and 
Mount Sunapee in New¬ 
bury bought another 14, 
bringing the total over the 
last five years to 72. 
Smugglers' Notch in Ver¬ 
mont also spent more than 
$1 million, adding 150 of fhe 
fower guns and other snow¬ 


making enhancements: 
Bromley has installed 60 of 
the snow guns over the top 
of the mountain; and Burke 
Mountain Resort, which was 
acquired by the owner of 
Jay Peak, has added 150 
of the snow guns and re¬ 
placed its diesel compres¬ 
sors with an electric com¬ 
pressor allowing it to open 
the day after Thanksgiving, 
two weeks earlier than it 
typically does.Q 


Tluwbgu/ty Buffet 


J2 

Manchebo 


22 November 2012 


Variety of Extravaganza Salads 

Waldorf Salad | Cucumber & Tomato Vinaigrette | Sweet Potato Salad 
Spinach Salad with Pears, Cranberries, Red Onions & Toasted Hazel Nuts 
Chicken salad with Raisin and Pecans 
Mixed Garden Greens with appropriate Condiments & Dressings 

Soup 

Cream of Pumpkin | Assorted Rolls & Butter 

Active Station 

Roast Turkey with Giblet Gravy | Honey Glazed Ham with Myers Raisin Sauce 

Orange Cranberry Relish 

Hot Buffet 

Sauteed Green Beans with Bacon Bits | Garlic Mashed Potatoes 
Grilled Salmon with Dill Lemon Buerre Blanc | Apple & Sausage Stuffing 
Roast Boneless Lamb leg with Rosemary Mint Sauce 

Grand Mamma’s Dessert 

Apple Strudel | Pumpkin Pie | Caribbean Fruit Medley 
Bread Pudding | Chocolate Mousse 

Coffee | Tea 


“2 


Buffet at Ike’s Bistro From 5.00pm thru 10.00pm 
$32 per person I $16 per child (up to 12 years) +15% service charge 


Uc^’s 

bistro 


■ n I H C N 


STEAKHOUSE 


RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED I GROUPS WELCOME 
TEL: (297) 582- 3444 
EMAIL:STEAKH0USE@MANCH EB0.C0M 
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Delicious Rice Table for two 


Thai 

RESTAURANT 


Palm Beach 186, next to Wendy’s 

Phone 586-8071 *info@sawasdee-aruba.com 


Open Monday ■ Saturday from 5pm ■ 10;30pm » Sunday CLOSED! 


Everything made fresh to order! 


• Steak - 

• Seafood 

• Curries 

• Vegetarian 


Israel Hamas trade fire, tough truce proposals 


Continued from front 


The Israeli military says Gaza 
militants fire rockets from resi¬ 
dential areas. Late Monday 
it released footage it said 
showed was a miliant weap¬ 
ons depot hidden in a Gaza 


cause the talks are in a 
sensitive stage. 

Mashaal told reporters 
that Hamas would only 
agree to a cease-fire if its 
demands are met. “We 
don't accept Israeli con¬ 
ditions because it is the 


hopes to find a diplomatic 
solution. 

“We prefer the diplomatic 
solution if it's possible. If we 
see it's not going to bear 
fruit, we can escalate,” he 
said, speaking on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity because 



Israeli border policemen stand guard during a protest against Israel's military action on the Gaza 
Strip in Birzeit, Monday, Nov. 19, 2012. 

(AP Photo/Nasser Shiyoukhi) 


neighborhood. 

Egypt, the traditional media¬ 
tor between Israel and the 
Arab world, was at the cen¬ 
ter of a flurry of diplomatic 
activity Monday. Egyptian 
intelligence officials met 
separately in Cairo with an 
Israeli envoy and with Khaled 
Mashaal, the top Hamas 
leader in exile. Hamas wants 
Israel to halt all attacks on 
Gaza and lift tight restrictions 
on trade and movement in 
and out of the territory that 
have been in place since 
Hamas seized Gaza by force 
in 2007. Israel demands an 
end to rocket fire from Gaza 
and a halt to weapons smug¬ 
gling into Gaza through tun¬ 
nels under the border with 
Egypt. With positions far 
apart on a comprehensive 
deal, some close to the ne¬ 
gotiations suggested Egypt 
is first seeking a halt to fight¬ 
ing before other conditions 
are discussed. They spoke on 
condition of anonymity be¬ 


aggressor,” he said. “We 
want a cease-fire along 
with meeting our de¬ 
mands.” 

Mashaal also suggested 
that Israel’s threat of in¬ 
vading Gaza was sim¬ 
ply a ploy. He said Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu “is waving the 
threat of a ground offen¬ 
sive and asking the world 
to pressure Egypt, Turkey 
and Qatar, so they pres¬ 
sure Hamas." “He wants 
to negotiate with us un¬ 
der fire to impose his con¬ 
ditions, pretending he is 
acting from a position of 
strength,” Mashaal said. 
Israeli leaders have re¬ 
peatedly threatened to 
widen the offensive, say¬ 
ing an invasion is an op¬ 
tion. Israel has amassed 
troops on the Gaza bor¬ 
der and begun calling up 
thousands of reservists. 
Still, an Israeli official 
emphasized that Israel 


of the diplomatic efforts 
under way. He added that 
Israel wants international 
guarantees that Hamas will 
not rearm or use Egypt's 
Sinai region, which abuts 
Gaza, for militant activity. 
As part of global efforts to 
end the Gaza fighting, U.N. 
chief Ban Ki-moon arrived 
in Cairo on Monday and 
was to meet with Israeli 
President Shimon Peres on 
Tuesday. The U.N. Security 
Council held closed-door 
consultations at the re¬ 
quest of Russia, and Am¬ 
bassador Vitaly Churkin 
later accused one country 
of foot-dragging, implying 
it was the U.S. 

Germany’s foreign minister 
was also headed to the 
region for talks with Israeli 
and Palestinian leaders. 
On Tuesday, Turkey's for¬ 
eign minister and a dele¬ 
gation of Arab League for¬ 
eign ministers were to visit 
GazaO 



An Israeli air force jet fighter plane takes off from Tel Nof air force 
base for a mission over Gaza Strip in central Israel, Monday, 
Nov. 19, 2012. 

(AP Photo/Ariel Schalit) 

Israeli offensive in Gaza 
was years in the making 


JOSEF FEDERMAN 
JERUSALEM (AP) — With 
little notice, Israel has 
launched a blistering 
air offensive against the 
Gaza Strip’s ruling Hamas 
militant group. Here’s a 
look at why the violence 
erupted, the goals of the 
warring sides and how it 
may end: 

Lightning Strike: Israel 

opened its offensive with 
a surprise airstrike on Nov. 
14 that killed the shadowy 
leader of Hamas’ military 
wing. Since then, it has 
carried out hundreds of 
airstrikes in what it says is 
a systematic campaign 
to halt years of rocket 
attacks launched from 
Gaza. While Israel claims 
to have inflicted heavy 
damage, dozens of rock¬ 
ets have continued to fly 
out of Gaza each day. 
Why Now? Israel launched 
the operation in response 
to days of rocket attacks 
out of Gaza, highlighted 
by a rare missile strike on 
an Israeli military jeep that 
wounded four soldiers. But 
the operation was actu¬ 
ally years in the making. 
Since a previous Israeli 
offensive four years ago, 
Hamas has restocked its 


arsenal with more sophisti¬ 
cated and powerful weap¬ 
ons smuggled in from Egypt 
through underground tun¬ 
nels. After a lull following Isra¬ 
el’s previous offensive, rock¬ 
et fire has steadily climbed 
the past two years. 

The Israeli military says 
more than 700 rockets were 
launched into Israel this year 
before it launched the of¬ 
fensive last week. In this envi¬ 
ronment, Israeli officials have 
said it was only a matter of 
time before a new round of 
fighting broke out. 

The battlefield: Hamas 
seized control of Gaza, a 
densely populated strip of 
land sandwiched between 
southern Israel and Egypt’s 
Sinai desert, five years ago 
from the rival Fatah move¬ 
ment of Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas. 

Hamas, a militant group 
sworn to Israel's destruction, 
has developed is rocket ar¬ 
senal to the point where 
nearly half of Israel’s popula¬ 
tion is in range. 

Terms of the Deal: Israel 
wants a halt to the rocket 
attacks and an end to arms 
smuggling into Gaza, most 
likely in a deal that is guar¬ 
anteed by Egypt or other in¬ 
ternational parties. Q 


























Ireland: Experts 
probing pregnant 
woman’s death 

SHAWN POGATCHNIK 
Associated Press 
DUBLIN (AP) — Ireland 
formed an expert panel 
Monday to investigate why 
an Indian woman died in an 
Irish hospital — and whether 
her life might have been 
saved had she received an 
abortion. 

The case of Savita Halap- 
panavar has focused world¬ 
wide attention on Ireland’s 
two-decade failure to de¬ 
fine when abortions can be 
performed legally to save 
the life of a woman. 

The 31-year-old dentist died 
Oct. 28 one week after be¬ 
ing hospitalized with an im¬ 
minent miscarriage. Her 
widow says they asked for 
three days for an abortion 
to ease her pain but were 
refused because the fetus 
still had a heartbeat. 

A coroner found that Halap- 
panavar died from internal 
infections and organ failure 
three days after the fetus it¬ 
self died. 

Her parents in India have 
accused Irish authorities of 
letting their only daughter 
die to preserve the nation’s 
constitutional ban on abor¬ 
tion. 

Seeking to address interna¬ 
tional criticism, Ireland an¬ 
nounced its fact-finding in¬ 
vestigation would be led by 
Sir Sabaratnam Arulkuma- 
ran, a Sri Lankan-born ex¬ 
pert on maternal care who 
is head of obstetrics and 
gynecology at St. George’s 
Hospital in London. He is also 
president of the Internation¬ 
al Federation of Obstetrics 
and Gynecology. 

Health Minister James Reilly 
deflected criticism that the 
seven-member panel would 
be given around three 
months to report on the 
medical treatment Halap- 
panavar received at Univer¬ 
sity Hospital Galway in west¬ 
ern Ireland. She was placed 
in intensive care Oct. 24 
with suspected blood poi¬ 
soning hours after the dead 
fetus was removed from her 
womb. 

Her widow, Praveen Halap- 
panavar, on Monday 
thanked the Irish public for 
its goodwill since news of 
his wife’s death broke last 
week.Q 
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France: 


Conservatives pick leader with 98-vote edge 


JAMEY KEATEN 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — Former 
French President Nicolas 
Sarkozy’s conservatives 
chose a right-leaning new 
leader on Monday in a ra¬ 
zor-thin victory — 98 votes 
— and with so much ran¬ 
cor that some feared the 
party could break apart. 
Jean-Francois Cope, a 
Sarkozy ally who reached 
out to the far right by lead¬ 
ing a legislative effort that 
banned face-covering 
Muslim veils, defeated 
moderate former Prime 
Minister Francois Fillon in 
the Sunday vote. 

Each candidate initially 
claimed victory Sunday 
night in the tight race, and 
each claimed pockets 
of vote rigging. It took 24 
hours more before the final 
result was announced by 
the electoral commission 
of the UMP, as the party is 
known: 87,388 to 87,290. 
Cope, a former budget 
minister who has led the 
Union for a Popular Move¬ 
ment since Sarkozy bowed 
out to become president 
in 2007, will lead opposi¬ 


tion to President Francois 
Hollande’s Socialists, who 
control both houses of par¬ 
liament and nearly all of 
France's regions. 

In the spring, after a de¬ 
cade in power, Sarkozy's 


conservative party lost 
both the presidency and 
control of the National As¬ 
sembly to the Socialists. 

The long-united party, still 
licking its wounds from the 
electoral defeats in the 
spring, was a shadow of it¬ 


self by Monday night. There 
was so much disarray and 
anger within the ranks that 
former Prime Minister Alain 
Juppe warned that “there 
is a real risk of a rupture.” 
Cope called on party 


members to get over the 
division and get to work. 
“It's now time for the elec¬ 
toral period to end, and 
time for work to begin, 
starting tomorrow morn¬ 
ing,” Cope said. 

Fillon denounced the “mor¬ 


al and political fracture” 
within the party. However, 
he indicated he would not 
contest the results. 

Laurent Wauquiez, a former 
European affairs minister, 
said the dispute gave the 
party a “very bad image” 
and former Agriculture Min¬ 
ister Bruno Le Maire called 
the situation surreal. In a 
blog entry entitled “Stop!” 
Juppe, wrote: “We have to 
get out of this lamentable 
situation to avoid the ex¬ 
plosion of our party.” 

On Monday night. Cope 
confirmed the party’s tack 
toward right, saying that 
the “right without com¬ 
plexes” is back. Many saw 
the Cope-Fillon showdown 
as jockeying for position to 
lead the party up to the 
next presidential and legis¬ 
lative elections in France in 
2017. France doesn’t have 
any elections again un¬ 
til 2014 — when voters will 
elect mayors, regional offi¬ 
cials and European Parlia¬ 
ment lawmakers. Cope set 
his sights on a massive win 
by conservatives in 2014, 
calling that the party’s “first 
mission.”□ 



Former French Prime Minister Francois Fillon, left, and French 
conservative party UMP secretary general Jean-Francois Cope 
pose for photographers in Saint Denis, outside Paris. 

(AP Photo/Christophe Ena) 
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THANKSGIVING MENU 



us $44°° 

3-COURSES 


Appetizer 

...Pumpkin and shrimp... 

Pumpkin soup with shrimp and a Parmesan crostini 


Main course 

... Turkey and cranberry... 

Stuffed turkey with gravy, cranberry sauce, 
mashed potato and mixed vegetables 


Dessert 

...Cheese cake and carrot cake... 
Cheese cake and carrot cake with red fruit, 
brownie and vanilla ice cream 


When items are ordered separately prices differ. 


Opening Hours 


Lunch 

12 noon - 2:30 pm 
(Monday-Friday) 


Dinner 

6 pm - 10:30 pm 
(Monday-Sunday) 


Brunch 

10:30 am - 2 pm 
(Sunday) 




Located atthe Divi Golf and Beach Resort 
For reservations call: 523 5017 / 730 5017 

WWW.WINDOWSONARUBA.COM | FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK - BECOME A FAN 


THURSDAY NOVEMBER 22, 2012 

Thanksgiving Menu 

at Mulligan's 

5 courses 


Appetizer 

Pumpkin soup 

Pumpkin soup with a Parmesan crostini 

Main course 

Roasted Turkey 

Roasted stuffed turkey served with gravy, 
cranberry sauce, mashed potato and 
mixed vegetables 

Dessert 

Apple strudel 

Warm apple and fruit strudel with Caribbean rum 
and rum raisin ice cream 

When items are ordered separately prices differ. 


Golf Cafe - Bar 1 Restaurant 


1 Open 7 days 

1 Breakfast 

1 Lunch & Dinner 

1 Bar & Snacks 

| a week 

| 6:30 am - 11 am 

| 11am - 11pm 

| till 1am 


Located at the Divi Golf and Beach Resort | t. 523 50 62 
www.mulligansaruba.com 
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UObUPUtKrES 


SAIL. SNORKEL. SWIM & SWING! I AFTERNOON SNORKEL 


SUNSET SAIL 


DAILY 9-1:30pm $57pp 
Visit 3 Great sites with BBQ, 
Open Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! 


DAILY 2:30-5:30pm $38pp 
Shorter version with Open | 
Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! 


Mon & Fri 5-7pm $30pp 
Open Bar included 
& Ropeswing! 





Tickets available at Jolly Pirates Shop at MooMba Beach. Boarding at SflVC $10 p©l* COUpIc/p©!* COUpOII 
MooMba Beach- by the high rise hotels between Holiday Inn and Marriott f q|< mOmiilS Clllise 

Resorts. Offer not valid in combination with other discount offers. Valid ___. / ^ 

for direct telephone reservations /p A « - 0 p 0 Save 55 per COUp_le/per COUpOII 

ONLY - Present coupon at boarding OOP Q1 yff / lOwO r ft! filOOII Cl*ll S© 


Brazilian soccer star on 
trial for killing his lover 


Colombia cool to rebel-announced cease-fire 



Humberto de la Calle, second from left, head of Colombia's government peace negotiation 
team, is accompanied by Sergio Jaramillo, left, and Gustavo Adolfo Bell Lemus, second from 
right, as they are escorted by a Cuban security official, right, to peace talks in Havana, Cuba, 
Monday, Nov. 19, 2012. 

(AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa) 


Continued from front 

“History shows that this ter¬ 
rorist organization has nev¬ 
er kept its word. It’s very dif¬ 
ficult to believe.” 

He added that Colombian 
security forces have “the 
constitutional duty to pur¬ 
sue all criminals who have 
violated the Constitution.” 
“As a result, the terror¬ 
ists of the FARC are being 
pursued for all the crimes 
they have committed over 
so many years and not for 
future crimes,” said Pinzon, 
one of President Juan Man¬ 
uel Santos’ most trusted 
collaborators.The FARC 
had sought a cease-fire 
before entering the talks. 
But Santos firmly rejected 
halting military operations, 
intent on obtaining tan¬ 
gible results in the nego¬ 
tiations from an insurgency 
that has been weakened 
militarily in recent years. 
Piedad Cordoba, a leftist 


former Colombian senator 
who has served as a go- 
between with the Western 
Hemisphere’s last remain¬ 
ing major insurgency, said 
the unilateral cease-fire 
gives the FARC “credibility 
and legitimacy." 

“It certainly puts politi¬ 
cal pressure on the Santos 
government" not to attack 
the rebels during the talks, 
said Adam Isacson, an 
analyst at the Washington 
Office on Latin America. 
The talks got under way 
under threatening skies at 
a convention center in Ha¬ 
vana, with most rebel and 
government negotiators 
dressed casually in short- 
sleeve shirts or guayaberas. 
The rebel delegation came 
sporting a life-size card¬ 
board cutout of Simon 
Trinidad, a FARC leader 
symbolically named to the 
negotiating committee. 
He is serving a 60-year jail 
term in the United States for 


hostage-taking conspiracy 
and the rebels consider 
him a prisoner of war. 
Among the rebels at the 
talks was Tanja Nijmeijer, a 
34-year-old polyglot Dutch 
woman who joined the 
rebels a decade ago and 
was a last-minute addition 
to the rebel delegation. Ni¬ 
jmeijer, the only woman at 
the negotiating table, en¬ 
tered the convention cen¬ 
ter wearing a dark beret 
with a FARC insignia. 

Cuba is playing host to the 
talks in Havana following 
a formal inauguration in 
Oslo, Norway last month. 
The FARC has been at war 
with successive Colombian 
government half a century 
and the drug trade-fueled 
conflict has claimed tens of 
thousands of lives, mostly 
civilians, and included kill¬ 
ings of suspected rebel 
sympathizers by right-wing 
death squads allied with 
the militaryO 


JULIANA BARBASSA 

Associated Press 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — The 

trial of a former soccer star 
charged with orchestrat¬ 
ing the kidnapping and 
gruesome murder of an ex¬ 
girlfriend started Monday 
with courtroom arguments 
that caused two lawyers 
to abandon the case, and 
with a tearful plea for jus¬ 
tice from the victim’s moth¬ 
er. 

The case of the former Fla- 
mengo goalkeeper Bruno 
Fernandes, known in Bra¬ 
zil just as Bruno, has riv¬ 
eted Brazil and shocked 
the world of soccer. Fer- 



Bruno Fernandes, the 
captain of the Flamengo 
soccer team that won the 
Brazilian championship in 
2009 began his trial Monday, 
Nov. 19, 2012 on charges he 
kidnapped an ex-girlfriend 
and had her killed. 

(AP Photo/Felipe Dana) 

nandes’ accomplices al¬ 
legedly held his former girl¬ 
friend, model Eliza Samu- 
dio, before killing her, quar¬ 
tering her, and feeding her 
remains to dogs. 

The former captain of one 
of Rio’s premier clubs led 
his team to Brazilian soc¬ 
cer championship victory 


in 2009. That same year, 
Samudio made the first al¬ 
legations to police that 
she was pregnant with Fer¬ 
nandes' child, and that the 
soccer great and others 
kidnapped her and tried to 
force her to terminate the 
pregnancy. 

She refused. The child was 
born healthy, and named 
Bruno as well. The model 
disappeared soon after¬ 
ward, in June 2010. In De¬ 
cember 2010, Fernandes 
was found guilty of Samu- 
dio’s initial accusations and 
is serving a prison sentence 
of four years and six months 
in that case. After a court 
dispute, Samudio’s moth¬ 
er was named the child’s 
guardian. The former soc¬ 
cer great now faces a sec¬ 
ond trial, on charges he 
ordered his ex-girlfriend’s 
grisly death. 

Investigators said the play¬ 
er was behind a scheme 
that lured the 25-year-old 
woman from Rio de Janeiro 
to a ranch in the neighbor¬ 
ing state of Minas Gerais 
with the promise that Fer¬ 
nandes would recognize 
the child as his and give her 
an apartment. There she 
was allegedly held against 
her will by Fernandes’ ac¬ 
complices, killed and quar¬ 
tered, her remains fed to 
dogs who roamed the 
property. 

The first day of the murder 
trial in Minas Gerais was 
marked by high drama, 
with attorneys for two of 
Fernandes' alleged ac¬ 
complices who are also 
facing murder charges — 
the former police officer, 
Marcos dos Santos, and 
the soccer player’s right 
hand man. □ 
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Syrian Islamists reject Western-backed opposition 


ELIZABETH A. KENNEDY 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — Syria’s in¬ 
creasingly powerful Islamist 
rebel factions rejected the 
country’s new Western- 
backed opposition coali¬ 
tion and unilaterally de¬ 
clared an Islamic state 
in the key battleground 
of Aleppo, a sign of the 
seemingly intractable splits 
among those fighting to 
topple President Bashar 
Assad. 

The move highlights the 
struggle over the direction 
of the rebellion at a time 
when the opposition is try¬ 
ing to gain the West’s trust 
and secure a flow of weap¬ 
ons to fight the regime. The 
rising profile of the extremist 
faction among the rebels 
could doom those efforts. 
Such divisions have hob¬ 
bled the opposition over 
the course of the uprising, 
which has descended into 
a bloody civil war. Ac- 

Sierra Leone Election: 


cording to activists, nearly 
40,000 people have been 
killed since the revolt be¬ 
gan 20 months ago. The 
fighting has been particu¬ 


larly extreme in Aleppo, 
Syria’s largest city and a 
major front in the civil war 
since the summer. 

Salman Shaikh, director of 
The Brookings Doha Cen¬ 
ter in Qatar, said Monday 
the Islamists' declaration 


will unsettle both Western 
backers of the Syrian op¬ 
position and groups inside 
Syria, ranging from secular¬ 
ists to the Christian minority. 


“They have to feel that 
the future of their country 
could be slipping away," 
Shaikh said. 

“This is a sign of things to 
come the longer this goes 
on. The Islamist groups and 
extremists will increasingly 



Participants listen to a speaker during the “Syria National Dialog” 
conference, at the Esteghlal Hotel in Tehran, Iran. Syria's Islamist 
rebel factions rejected the country's new Western-backed op¬ 
position coalition on Monday, November 19, 2012. 

(AP Photo/Vahid Salemi) 


Governing party confident 
of Koroma’s win 


Associated Press 
FREETOWN, Sierra Leone 
(AP) — Sierra Leone’s gov¬ 
erning party said Monday 
it was confident that in¬ 
cumbent President Ernest 
Bai Koroma would win the 
weekend election with¬ 
out the need for a second 
round. The announcement 
came as Sierra Leoneans 
awaited official results from 
the country's National Elec¬ 
toral Commission, which 
legally has 10 days to an¬ 
nounce the results from 
Saturday’s vote. 

Observers said Monday 
that the West African na¬ 
tion still recovering from a 
brutal civil war that ended 


a decade ago had man¬ 
aged to carry out a largely 
peaceful and well-con¬ 
ducted election. Koroma 
must garner 55 percent of 
the ballots cast or he will 
face his main opponent Ju¬ 
lius Maada Bio in a second 
round of voting. 

“The electoral laws give 
NEC 10 days within which 
to announce the results. 
We may be lucky that NEC 
works faster. I do not think 
there will be surprises," said 
Victor Bockarie Foh, Na¬ 
tional Secretary-General of 
the ruling All Peoples Con¬ 
gress party. Earlier in the 
day, chief European Union 
observer Richard How- 


itt stressed that it was up 
to the country’s election 
body to make a decision 
on when to announce the 
results. “Clearly the Nation¬ 
al Electoral Commission will 
want to take sufficient time 
and care to ensure the ac¬ 
curate accounting of the 
vote but they will want to 
move as quickly as pos¬ 
sible with the announce¬ 
ment of the results before 
any risks of instability or 
unrest," Howitt said. Sierra 
Leone’s chief elections of¬ 
ficer Christiana Thorpe said 
that polling “was reported 
to be peaceful and orderly 
in almost all polling stations 
nationwide. ”□ 


be forging alliances and 
taking matters into their 
own hands.” 

The West is particularly 
concerned about sending 
weapons to rebels for fear 
they could end up in ex¬ 
tremists’ hands. 

In Washington, State De¬ 
partment spokeswoman 
Victoria Nuland said that 
since the new opposition 
group has endorsed plural¬ 
ism and tolerance, “it’s not 
surprising to us that those 
who want an extremist 
state, or a heavily Islamist 
state in Syria have taken is¬ 
sue with this." 

The Islamists’ announce¬ 
ment, made in an online 
video released Sunday, 
shows the competing influ¬ 
ences within the rebellion, 
between religious hard¬ 


liners who want to create 
an Islamic state in Syria — 
including foreign al-Qaida- 
style jihadi fighters — and 
the newly formed Syrian 
National Coalition, which 
was created earlier this 
month in hopes of uniting 
the disparate groups fight¬ 
ing Assad’s regime. 

The National Coalition was 
formed under pressure from 
the United States, which 
sought a more reliable 
partner that nations could 
support. Key to its credibil¬ 
ity is whether it can ensure 
the support of the multiple, 
highly independent rebel 
brigades battling on the 
ground across the country 
within Syria, which largely 
ignored the previous oppo¬ 
sition political leadership, 
made up of exiles. □ 
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First Course 

SEAFOOD PROMENADE 
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Escargot a la creme 
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a mediterranean speciality 
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baked stuffed with creamed spinach 
BROILED PORK MEDALLION 
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BAKED STUFFED GROUPER 
glazed with seafood thermidor 
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A huge screen shows a broadcast of China’s new Communist 
Party General Secretary Xi Jinping speaking in Beijing. In a 
weekend speech that was carried Monday, Nov. 19, by the 
official Xinhua News Agency, Xi told the new 25-member 
Politburo that the party must be vigilant against graft, noting that 
corruption in other countries in recent years has prompted major 
social unrest and the collapse of governments. 

(AP Photo/Vincent Yu) 


China’s Xi warns party 
of corruption scourge 


GILLIAN WONG 
Associated Press 
BEIJING (AP) — China’s 
new leader Xi Jinping is 
highlighting corruption as 
a scourge that could bring 
down the Communist Par¬ 
ty, though he has yet to 
offer any specific new pro¬ 
posals to stop it. 

In a weekend speech that 
was carried Monday by the 
official Xinhua News Agen¬ 
cy, Xi told the new 25-mem- 
ber Politburo that the party 
must be vigilant against 
graft, noting that corrup¬ 
tion in other countries in 
recent years has prompted 
major social unrest and the 
collapse of governmenfs. 
“The large number of facfs 
tells us that if the problem 
of corrupfion becomes 
increasingly severe, it will 
lead to the ruin of the party 
and the country!” Xinhua 
quoted Xi as saying in a 
speech that can be read 
as an indication of the pri¬ 
orities of the incoming ad¬ 
ministration. 

Xi’s language was unusu¬ 
ally direct for a top leader, 
indicating his seriousness 
about the problem, but 
his speech gave few indi¬ 
cations of how the party 
could better police itself, 
said Jean-Pierre Cabestan, 
a political scientist at Hong 
Kong Baptist University. 

“He used strong words. 
It was clearly a warning: 
‘We have to do something 
about this,’" Cabestan 
said. “Clearly, for him, the 
crux of the matter is cor¬ 


ruption. The trouble is, of 
course, that he doesn’t tell 
us much about what are 
going to be the efficient 
tools or weapons he will put 
together to fight corrup¬ 
tion.” Several corruption in¬ 
vestigations have targeted 
high-level leaders in recent 
years, most notably former 
Politburo member Bo Xilai, 
who was purged this year 
after an aide disclosed 
that Bo’s wife murdered a 
British businessman. Bo is 
accused of obstructing the 
investigation into the mur¬ 
der as well as unspecified 
corruption while in office. 
Foreign media, meanwhile, 
have reported in recenf 
weeks that the families 
of Chinese leaders have 
accumulated enormous 
wealth. Xi urged officials 
af all levels fo obey anti¬ 
corruption regulations and 
to better limit their relatives 
or associates from abusing 
their influence for personal 
gain, but he gave no indi¬ 
cation of any independent 
mechanism for investigat¬ 
ing graft. 

The party, which controls 
courts, police and pros¬ 
ecutors, has proved feeble 
in policing itself yet does 
not want to undermine 
its control by empower¬ 
ing an independent body. 
Some officials have been 
required to report income, 
real estate holdings and 
other wealth to their su¬ 
periors since 2010, but the 
measure has done little to 
staunch graftO 


Freewheeling Afghan city of 
Herat fearful of U.S. pullout 


GRAHAM BOWLEY 
© 2012 New York Times 
HERAT, Afghanistan - Wom¬ 
en in Converse sneakers 
jog untrammeled - if sfill 
in full, flowing chadors - in 
this western Afghan city’s 
biggest park, enjoying free¬ 
doms rarely witnessed in 
the rest of Afghanistan. 

Rich businessmen, refugees 
for a few days of “picnic" 
from more violent Kanda¬ 
har, pull on apple-scented 
shisha pipes like lotus eaters 
in the pagodas of the local 
pleasure garden. Unwary 


Taliban, conservative op¬ 
position to modernization 
- and doubt. 

“War will start,” said Gh- 
ulam Reza, a slight man 
with a gray beard and tur¬ 
ban, an old mujahedeen 
fighter who had brought 
his two daughters and their 
husbands to the Citadel, 
one of Herat’s landmarks. 
He wanted them to see 
how much the hulking 
battlements had been re¬ 
stored with, in large part, a 
$1.2 million grant from the 
U.S. Consulate. 


“My love, Afghanistan,” 
lumbering trucks spill Ger¬ 
man air conditioners, Chi¬ 
nese motorcycle parts and 
Saudi honey into the Herat 
economy for transport to 
the Afghan hinterland. 
Although there are attacks 
in the districts outside the 
city, the Taliban have not 
secured a strong foothold 
in Herat. 

And trade and proximity 
to Iran and Turkmenistan 
has bred openness and a 
rich urbanization of furni¬ 
ture stores, office towers 



Visitors ride a carnival swing at an amusement parkin Herat, Afghanistan, in November, 2012. Herat 
is being shaken by whispers of violence, tremors of economic downturn, calls by a local strongman 
to rearm against the Taliban and conservative opposition to modernization. 

(Bryan Denton/The New York Times) 


for once of kidnappers 
or suicide bombers, fhey 
punctuate the night with 
hoots of laughter. 

Herat, an ancient trading 
city of minarets and wide 
avenues in the brown bor¬ 
derlands of western Af¬ 
ghanistan, has probably 
advanced further than any 
other in this country toward 
modernity over the past 10 
years. 

There is a quiet and firm be¬ 
lief here that if any place 
can ride out the coming 
economic and security tur¬ 
bulence as international 
forces and money depart, 
it will be this city. 

Yet there are still whispers 
of encroaching violence, 
tremors of economic down¬ 
turn, calls by a local strong¬ 
man to rearm against the 


He also wanted to show 
them where he used to 
fight when war stalked the 
city, and all of fhose parts 
were in ruins. 

“Everything will go back to 
the early 1990s, when there 
was a civil war among the 
mujahedeen groups,” he 
said, adding that there 
would still be hope if for¬ 
eign forces stayed in large 
numbers. 

There is the strong sense 
that Herat has an immense 
amount to lose. 

The source of the city’s 
prosperity is not hard to 
see - the snaking road from 
the Iranian border 80 miles 
away runs to the dusty 200- 
acre customs yard on the 
edge of town. There, be¬ 
neath brown hills chalked 
with “Allahu akbar" and 


and storied homes, some in 
places where dirt tracks ran 
just five years ago. 

The city has swelled in re¬ 
cent years to more than 1 
million residents, accord¬ 
ing to provincial estimates. 
And the life here, in fhe qui¬ 
et paved neighborhoods, 
the laughter of ifs fairs and 
chaffer of ifs soccer fields, 
evokes something all too 
rare in Afghanistan - a peo¬ 
ple actually having fun. 

But Herat is also a place 
where Afghan history has a 
tendency to splinter. 

It was here in 1979 that lo¬ 
cals rose up against the So¬ 
viet-backed government, 
giving first momentum to 
a chain of uprisings that 
prompted the invasion and 
10-year Soviet occupation 
of the countryO 























A sizzling day on Eagle Beach: 

Calbucci/Garavini are the Beach Tennis champions! 



The Italians have done it 
again! The team of Ales¬ 
sandro Calbucci and 
Marco Garavini won the 
Divi Resorts Aruba Interna¬ 
tional Beach Tennis Event 
in a sizzling, awesome final 
against their countrymen 
Melliconi and Marighella, 
who could not keep up 
against the million-miles- 
a second services and 
smashes. They fought, but 
lost (6-2/6-2J. The Italian 
women were also victori¬ 
ous: Curzi/Cimatti defeat¬ 
ed defending champions 
Johnson/Melch with great 
force and technique (6- 
1/7-5). 

The four days that the 
Beach Tennis Event was 
made up of, were filled 
with fantastic matches 
in all categories, music, 
drinks, food and wonderful 
people, who were having 
the time of their lives. The 
large, happy group of Bra¬ 
zilians made a party of ev¬ 


ery day and night together 
with the players of other 
nationalities. 

The set-up was grand, 
the vibes could be felt all 
over Eagle Beach. Kudos 
for organizers Sjoerd de 
Vries, Jochem Ros, Marc 
Kiezenbrink and for tireless 
Koen and Rein and their 
teams,as well as the many 
sponsors! 

Results: 

Pro Men: Cabucci/Gara- 


vini - Melliconi/Marighella 
( 6 - 2 / 6 - 2 ) 

Consolation Pro Men: De 
Costa/Alencar - Geerinck/ 
Mees (9-5) 

Pro Ladies: Curzi/Cimatti - 
Johnson/Melch (6-1 /7-5) 
Consolation Pro Ladies: 
boutens/Carien - Frassica/ 
Zanuttini (9-6) 

Advanced Ladies: Calves/ 
Naef - Camara/Maciel (7- 
2 ) 

Masters: Sa/Bruno - Jossy/ 




JD 

Advanced Men: Falcao/ 
Pereira - Mora/Useliti (2- 
6/6-4/10-7) 

Intermediate Men: An¬ 
drade/Prince - Pinho/ 
Gomes (7-5) 

Fun Men: Ellery/Elmerlinde- 
De Weever/Vos (7-5) 
Intermediate Ladies 

Fernandes/Berganini 
Figueroa/Jimenez (7-0) 

Fun Ladies: Kock/Scholliers 
- Peeters/vd Wielen (7-4) 


Advanced Mix: Dorilis Wer- 
leman/Aat Hoek - Wer- 
leman/Hoek (7-5) 
Intermediate Mix: Cristel/ 
Peter - Damen/Damen (7- 
2 ) 

Fun Mix: Maureen/Marco 
de Mooij - Debbie/Robert 
(7-3) 

The Men’s Single and 
Laides Single finals were 
played last night at The Vil¬ 
lage; we'll keep you post¬ 
ed who wonO 
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Old Aruba programmers never die, they just get together 




ent personalities. 

Bill recounted his career af¬ 
ter he left Lago and Clyde 
shared his experiences at 
different Esso and Exxon af¬ 
filiates in the United States, 
Venezuela and Libya. 
Pancho and Carlito had 
more jokes than Bob Hope 
and many would make 
“The Aristocrats” sound like 
a kindergarten story. 

By the time the group were 
ready to go home they 
were all tired of laughing. 
The serious part of the night 
was when Bill took out an 
old picture of the Lago 
workers he had known and 
asked what had become 
of them. 

On the picture of those that 
had deceased. Bill drew a 
small cross. 

When they noted that most 
had received the cross, the 
five old friends realized that 
at their age, they them¬ 
selves were candidates to 
receive one at any time. 
But full of optimism they ex¬ 
horted each other to take 
care of their health and 
wished each other good 
health till the next “Old Pro¬ 
grammers” meeting, clyde- 
harms@yahoocom 


Following a paraphrase of 
a saying made famous by 
General Mac Arthur in 1951, 
a group of four old com¬ 
puter programmers at dif¬ 
ferent periods at Lago, met 
recently to share memories 
of their programming years 
at the General Office Build¬ 
ing where the computers 
were housed. 

The occasion was the visit 
to Aruba of their Canadian 
friend. Bill Scholey, one of 
the IBM technicians who 
were responsible for the 
maintenance of Logo's 
computers. 

Bill Scholey worked in Aru¬ 
ba from 1957 to 1963 but 
returned on vacation on 
several occasions. His last 
visit to Aruba was in con¬ 
nection with a “Lago Re¬ 
union” six years ago. 

The get-together took 
place at the home of 
Clyde Harms, the first Aru¬ 
ban programmer at Lago. 
The others who responded 
to the invitation were Hen- 
flih Fradl, “Pancho” Ruiz 
and Carlito Croes. 

A last moment hitch pre¬ 
vented Vivian Frank from 
also attending. Vi was one 


From L to R: Clyde Harms, Henflih Fradl, Bill Scholey, Pancho Ruiz, Carlito Croes. 


of fhe pioneers in the Tabu¬ 
lating Department. 

While enjoying the Peru¬ 
vian ceviche Mrs. Milagro 
Harms had prepared, all 


five opened fheir cache 
of anecdotes and jokes of 
fheir programming period. 
As fhe peiods of the four 
programmers covered 


more fhan 30 years, be¬ 
ginning in 1956 and end¬ 
ing one year affer Lago 
ceased operations, their 
stories were quite varied 
and involved many differ¬ 
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Esso News picture of 1958 shows Henflih Fradl and Clyde Harms 
at the console of the IBM650, the first computer to be used in 
Aruba. 
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Aruba say’s “Masha Danki” to five loyal visitors! 


Recently the Aruba Tour¬ 
ism Authority had the great 
pleasure of honoring a 
group of very loyal and 
friendly Goodwill Ambas¬ 
sadors of Aruba. The honor- 
ees are: 

1. Ginny Visser of Rockford, 
Michigan 

2. Shirley vanden Brink of 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 

3. Ruth Waalkes of Grand 
Rapids, Michigan 


4. Nella Visser of Rockford, 
Michigan 

5. Mary Perkins of Pearland, 
Texas. The honorees are 
members of Casa del Mar 
and have been enjoying 
the Island every year. The 
symbolic honorary title is 
presented in the name of 
the Minister of Tourism as 
a token of appreciation 
to guests who visit Aruba 
for 20+ years consecu¬ 


tive. The main reasons why 
they keep coming back 
to Aruba are the friendly 
people, the beaches, the 


beautiful weather, and the 
local food. The certificate 
was presented by Darline 
de Cuba, representing the 


Aruba Tourism Authority, to¬ 
gether with Xiomara Morris, 
representing Casa del Mar 
Beach Resort. □ 




Walter Hill honored 
by ATA at Aruba 
Beach Club 


Recently the Aruba Tour¬ 
ism Authority had the great 
pleasure of honoring a very 
loyal and friendly Goodwill 
Ambassador of Aruba. 
Walter Hill of Hopatcong, 
New Jersey, was the is¬ 
land’s most recent honor- 
ee and he has been visiting 
Aruba for 20 consecutive 
years. 

The symbolic honorary title 
is presented in the name 
of the Minister of Tourism 


as a token of appreciation 
to guests who visit Aruba 
for 20+ years consecutive 
years. 

The main reasons why they 
keep coming back to Aru¬ 
ba are the friendly people, 
the beaches, the beauti¬ 
ful weather, and the local 
food. 

The certificate was present¬ 
ed by Darline S. de Cuba, 
representing the Aruba 
Tourism Authority,Q 
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After ] ] months of exciting tournaments: 

Hunt Riley wins Perennial cup grand prize 


WEST PUNT - Local golf¬ 
ers had their last chance 
to earn points towards the 
Perennial Cup recently, 
as a grueling 36-hole golf 
tournament unfolded at 
Tierra del Sol Resort Spa & 
Country Club. In the Gross 
category, Orlando Rasmijn 
landed first place with 156 
points, followed by Mat¬ 
thew Brinkman in second 
place with 161 points and 
Shine Helmen in third place 
with 164 points. Under the 
Net category, Wouter 
Werkema earned the top 
spot with 148 points, while 
Michael van der Hofstede 
followed close behind 
with 149 points. Also fin¬ 
ishing with 149 points was 
Mike De L’isle. After each 
of the twelve events held 
throughout the year, play¬ 
ers earned performance 
points that accumulated 
towards the final event this 
past weekend. Hunt Riley, 
who was the point leader 



going into the last event, 
had a considerable lead 
over the field, finishing with 
enough points to become 
the Champion of the Pe¬ 
rennial Cup. As the cham¬ 
pion, he was awarded the 
title of Tierra del Sol Player 
of the Year, and received 
Tierra del Sol’s prestigious 
Executive Membership for 
2013, worth $5,000. Orlan¬ 
do Rasmijn, who was nip¬ 


ping at Riley’s heels, came 
in second place and was 
awarded Tierra del Sol’s 
honorable Social Member¬ 
ship for 2013, a value of 
$2,500. Third place Kim Til- 
leman received $500 TDS 
Dollars, in fourth place. 
Shine Helmen received 
$300 TDS Dollars, while fifth 
place finisher Ted Noble re¬ 
ceived $200 TDS Dollars. “It 
has been a great stretch of 




golf throughout the year,” 
says Head Golf Profession¬ 
al Adam Williamson. Each 
tournament this year had 
a different winner. Hunt Ri¬ 
ley only won one event, 
which was the Gross Match 
Play. After that it was just his 
steady play in each event 
that ultimately won him 
the championship. “I am 
happy to see that the golf¬ 
ers enjoyed this race; a lot 


of camaraderie took place 
between each other,” Wil¬ 
liamson adds.“After all 
these events and its com¬ 
petitors, Tierra del Sol would 
like to thank them all for 
their support and we look 
forward to having it again 
next year."Photos show 
some past tournament win¬ 
ners and participants, who 
were all vying for the title of 
Perennial CupChampionQ 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “From the pier to your plate!" 
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Oft AN JEST AD - The down- 
lawn marina Is home of 
Driftwood Flfhliss Charters. 
Ihe successful tis-hermen 
or Ihe established seafood 
restaurant Driftwood In 
Orqnjestodr 

Driftwood owner He*by 


Merrywecrifier hQSi a love 
and passion fex fishing. 
A fisherman who knows 
about fisn. wnar ou* local 
waters have in after, and 
what IhO wordsfresh s£o- 
food" realty mean., 
wnct Herbv catches will pe 
served in h'ts reslauront on 
the same doy. herby laves 
to shore his fishing passion 
wiih fhe many visitors la fhe 
island. His fleel al a 35 Ft. 
twin Engine Berirom yocht 
and P SO fr. Twin Engine 
Fasl yacht, appropriately 
called "DHiwood l and It, 
in available for choners on 
a dotty baw from 8-pm ip 
12 naan and from 1 pm la 



Wlnntudi InN WU# Wirt JW 


5pm. 

Caleb your awn dinner 

A charter includes: 
copioin. rmta. on tiding 
equipment Poll- sodas and 
bottled walqr. On a full day 
charier sandwiches and 
SAackJ. aro ciso included. 
Toil con can Heftjy direcily 
at (297) 592 *040 of go la 
y ^w . dnilw oodCiruba.ca Q i. 

Drttiwood Hestauronr 


IWs aulheniic Aruban sea^ 
Food resiaurpnt \% totaled 
m characteristic downlawn 
C^anjsitod. Ihoir axland- 
ed whj has been jubtad 
by many, Dfiltwqpd offers 
daily specials, as well as a 
delicious 4 caurse menu for 

Charter deep sea fishing 
rates; 

t4D0- l/l day 


$760- M day 
Rotas per bool 
Max. 6 people 
Drtttwood Hestauranl 
Auihentlc Aiuban Seafood 
Restaurant ftlipsEraat 12, 
Downlawn Oranjeslad 
TeiJ [297t 5B3 25I5 
www,dii|iwoociQ^t>Q.c om 

Opening hours: every ctay, 
hom 5pm hi iftsopm. 
Sunday Closed. 
















































AP Source: 

Steelers QB 
Leftwich has 
rib injury 

By WILL GRAVES 
AP Sports Writer 
PITTSBURGH (AP) - The Pitts¬ 
burgh Steelers are running 
out of quarterbacks with 
healthy ribs. 

A person familiar with the 
injury told The Associated 
Press quarterback Byron 
Leftwich injured his ribs in 
the first quarter of Sunday 
night's 13-10 loss to the Bal¬ 
timore Ravens and will not 
start next week in Cleve¬ 
land. The person spoke on 
condition of anonymity be¬ 
cause the team had not 
officially commented on 
Leftwich’s status. 

The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 
first reported the decision. 
Leftwich is the second Pitts¬ 
burgh quarterback in as 
many weeks to go down. 
Starter Ben Roethlisberg- 
er is out indefinitely after 
spraining his right shoulder 
and dislocating his first rib 
in a 16-13 overtime victory 
against the Kansas City 
Chiefs last Monday. 

The Steelers (6-4) will likely 
turn to 37-year-old back¬ 
up Charlie Batch against 
the Browns (2-8). Batch is 
5-2 while as a substitute 
starter over the past de¬ 
cade, including a 27-0 win 
over St. Louis last Decem¬ 
ber. 

Making his first start in three 
years, Leftwich complet¬ 
ed 18 of 39 passes for 201 
yards and an intercep¬ 
tion. He also ran for a 31- 
yard touchdown in the first 
quarter, a play that ended 
with Leftwich clutching his 
chest. 

The 32-year-old Leftwich 
remained in the game but 
took a beating, getting 
sacked three times and 
drilled a handful of others. 


Continued on Page 20 
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Beckham says MLS Cup is his final game with Galaxy 



In this Nov. 4, 2012 file photo, Los Angeles Galaxy midfielder 
David Beckham of England looks up at the crowd while playing 
against San Jose Earthquakes during the first half of their MLS 
playoff soccer match in Carson, Calif. 

Associated Press 


AP Sports Writer 
GREG BEACHAM 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — David 
Beckham will play his last 
game for the Los Ange¬ 
les Galaxy in the MLS Cup 
next month. Beckham and 
the Galaxy announced the 
English midfielder’s decision 
Monday, a day after the 
defending MLS champions 
advanced to their second 
straight league final. Los An¬ 
geles faces Houston for the 
MLS title on Dec. 1. 

The 37-year-old Beckham 
isn’t retiring, but the super- 
star he gave no hint of his 
next move. 

“I’ve had an incredibly spe¬ 
cial time playing for the L.A. 
Galaxy,” Beckham said in 
a statement. “However, I 
wanted to experience one 
last challenge before the 
end of my playing career. 

I don't see this as the end 
of my relationship with the 
league, as my ambition is 
to be part of the ownership 
structure in the future.” 
Beckham has played in Los 
Angeles for six seasons since 
his groundbreaking move 
from Real Madrid, reaching 
three league finals and win¬ 
ning the MLS title last year 
during his best stateside 
campaign. 

He agreed to a two-year 
contract extension with 
the Galaxy in January after 
playing out his initial five- 
year deal, turning down 
potential moves to wealthy 
Paris Saint-Germain and 
other clubs — including at 
least one Premiership team. 


according to Beckham. 
Beckham hadn't given any 
overt indications he was 
planning to leave the Gal¬ 
axy after this season with 
a year left on his deal. Last 
week, the longtime Eng¬ 
land captain pointedly de¬ 
nied rumors linking him to a 
short-term stint in Australia. 
Beckham has been the star 
player for MLS' highest-pro- 
file club during his tenure, 
which began with a hand¬ 
ful of rocky seasons before 
the Galaxy became a 
power under coach Bruce 
Arena in recent years. As 
Beckham indicated in his 
news release, his MLS con¬ 
tract includes the option 
to purchase a league fran¬ 
chise when his playing ca¬ 
reer ends, and Beckham 
has long been keen on an 
ownership move. 

“In my time here I have seen 
the popularity of the game 
grow every year,” Beckham 
said. “I’ve been fortunate 
to win trophies, but more 
important to me has been 
the fantastic reception I’ve 
had from fans in L.A. and 
across the States. Soccer's 
potential has no limits in this 
wonderful country, and I 
want to always be part of 
growing it." 

Beckham’s announcement 
indicated the MLS Cup will 
be his final “competitive” 
match with the Galaxy, 
which means he might par¬ 
ticipate in lucrative over¬ 
seas friendlies often played 
by the Galaxy in recent 
years. But Los Angeles has 


no overseas exhibitions cur¬ 
rently scheduled, so the 
championship game might 
be his final bow. 

“Seldom does an athlete 
redefine a sport," said Tim 
Leiweke, the president of 
Galaxy owners AEG. “Da¬ 
vid not only took our fran¬ 
chise to another level, but 
he took our sport to another 
level. It has been an honor 
and privilege to be a part 
of his world, and more im¬ 
portantly, to have him be a 
part of ours." 

Beckham has been among 
MLS' top players when 
healthy throughout his con¬ 
tract, and the gifted play- 
maker has worked well with 


fellow international stars 
Robbie Keane and London 
Donovan during the Gal¬ 
axy’s past two seasons. 

Los Angeles got off to a 
slow start this year, but has 
played splendidly later in 
the season. The MLS has 
grown exponentially during 
Beckham’s tenure as the 
league’s face, expanding 
to 19 North American teams 
with record attendance 
and much-improved 

broadcast deals. The Gal¬ 
axy reached the most lu¬ 
crative television deal in 
MLS history last year with 
Time Warner Cable Sports. 
“There is no doubt that MLS 
is far more popular and im¬ 


portant here and abroad 
than it was when he ar¬ 
rived,” MLS Commissioner 
Don Garber said. “David 
has achieved great things 
on and off the field during 
his time with the Galaxy, 
and he will always be an 
important part of our his¬ 
tory. We look forward to 
his continued involvement 
with the L.A. Galaxy and 
the league." 

Beckham began his profes¬ 
sional career with 12 years 
at Manchester United be¬ 
fore his move to Real Ma¬ 
drid. He left for the Galaxy 
in 2007, building on a world¬ 
wide fame that reportedly 
produces more than $40 
million per year in endorse¬ 
ment income. 

Beckham played in three 
World Cups and made 115 
appearances for England, 
but wasn't chosen for the 
British Olympic team at the 
London Games last sum¬ 
mer. 

Beckham still played a role 
in the Olympic festivities, 
including a prominent part 
in the lighting of the Olym¬ 
pic flame in his native east 
London during the opening 
ceremonies. 

Beckham and his wife, for¬ 
mer Spice Girl Victoria, 
seem comfortable in Los 
Angeles, where their three 
sons — Brooklyn, Romeo 
and Cruz — attend school. 
Beckham is a fixture in the 
Los Angeles Lakers’ court- 
side seats, attending his 
most recent game with his 
three sons last Friday.Q 


MLS Roundup 

Galaxy to meet 
Dynamo in final 


SEATTLE (AP) — The Los 

Angeles Galaxy a Major 
League Soccer final with 
the Houston Dynamo de¬ 
spite a 2-1 loss to the Seattle 
Sounders on Sunday. 

Eddie Johnson and Zach 
Scott scored to give Seat¬ 
tle a 2-0 lead, but Robbie 
Keane was awarded and 
kicked a penalty in the 68th 
minute to clinch the Gal¬ 
axy’s 4-2 aggregate victory 
over the Sounders in the 


Western Conference finals 
and a spot in the MLS Cup 
final for the second straight 
year. Los Angeles will host 
the final on Dec. 1 against 
Houston in a rematch of last 
year's final won by the Gal¬ 
axy. Boniek Garcia scored 
in the 33rd minute for Hous¬ 
ton at Washington to give 
the Dynamo a 1-1 draw 
with D.C. United earlier Sun¬ 
day for a 4-2 aggregate 
win in the Eastern Confer- 



Los Angeles Galaxy players react as Seattle Sounders’ Fredy 
Montero takes a penalty kick during the second half of a soccer 
game in the second leg of the MLS Western Conference cham¬ 
pionship, Sunday, Nov. 18, 2012, in Seattle. 

Associated Press 


ence final. Branko Boskovic 
scored in the 83rd minute 
for D.C., which has not won 
the MLS Cup since 2004. 
Seattle staged a rally trying 
to come back from a 3-0 
deficit after getting over¬ 
whelmed in the first leg of 
the Western Conference 
finals last week. 

And they were on the 
verge after Johnson’s early 
goal and Scott’s header in 
the 58th minute pulled Se¬ 
attle within one on aggre¬ 
gate. But referee Mark Gei¬ 
ger, who was the subject 
of complaints all night from 
both sides, called Seattle 
defender Adam Johansson 
for a hand ball in the box 
and Keane converted his 
fifth goal of the playoffs.Q 
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SPECIALIZE IN CHINESE ANO INTERNATIONAL CUISINE 


Located al the Palm Beach #1$4 near the traffic lights opposite 
the high-rise hotel, walking distance from the hotels. We have 
the best prices on all of our culslnos. Calh 5B8-4461 



mummamm 

imicasa 

Palm Beach - r t |i (1*7) 

Opfpn howl? tAjAdey ■ Saluftlay 0*m ■ l£mtdJtagM 

Sdlurtay Snm -10pm 

Has everything that you need for a good 
vacation. We have a wide variety of liquors 
and wine, beach items end much more. 


Keselowski ain’t your daddy’s NASCAR champion 



Team owner Roger Penske, third from left, and Brad Keselowski, second from right, celebrate after 
Keselowski won the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series championship following an auto race at Home- 
stead-Miami Speedway in Homestead, Fla., Sunday, Nov. 18, 2012. 

Associated Press 


By JENNA FRYER 
AP Auto Racing Writer 
CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) 

- Brad Keselowski chugged 
his cold Miller Lite, the beer 
splashing down the side of 
his face as NASCAR chair¬ 
man Brian France watched 
with amusement as his 
newest ambassador cel¬ 
ebrated the crowning mo¬ 
ment of his career. 
Dehydrated after 400 miles 
of racing at Homestead- 
Miami Speedway, it didn’t 
take long for his sponsor's 
product to take effect. 
Keselowski beamed a mis¬ 
chievous grin, wiped away 
his foam mustache, and 
tried to figure out how to 
accept the Sprint Cup tro¬ 
phy from France without 
dropping his oversized beer 
glass. 

He’s fresh, he’s fearless and 
he’s certainly not your dad¬ 
dy’s NASCAR champion. 
What Keselowski might be is 
just the guy NASCAR needs 
to appeal to the younger 
crowd as it closes a season 
that will likely be remem¬ 
bered for a jet fuel explo¬ 
sion, Twitter, a garage-area 
fight. If the season-ending 
image that stays with the 
public is of a slightly drunk 
Keselowski being, well, Kes¬ 


elowski, that’s OK. 

After all, the racing itself 
was largely forgettable this 
season, a huge problem 
for NASCAR, and France 
reiterated last weekend 
that work is ongoing on the 
2013 cars "to improve” the 
quality of racing. 

So Keselowski’s champion¬ 
ship reign is critical for NAS¬ 
CAR. He’s the face of the 
sport, the spokesman, the 
guy who will bang the drum 
for all things NASCAR over 
the next few months. 
Keselowski proved he was 
different from the veteran 
drivers when he tweeted 
from inside his car during 
the season-opening Day¬ 
tona 500, and his addiction 
to social media and his cell¬ 
phone was a season-long 
theme. He’s 28, tech savvy 
and unafraid to test his lim¬ 
its. 

"I think because of that, 
he'll do great,” said four¬ 
time champion Jeff Gor¬ 
don, who helped broaden 
NASCAR's mainstream ap¬ 
peal when he emerged in 
the early ‘90s. "His ability 
to reach out through social 
media and the younger 
crowd, he’s somebody that 
takes it, wants to take it, 
and because of that, he’ll 


put a lot of effort into it. 
He’s entertaining. You nev¬ 
er know what you're going 
to get with Brad.” 

That’s part of Keselowski's 
charm, and while he is in¬ 
deed authentic, he very 
much enjoys being anti¬ 
establishment. 

A year ago, Keselowski 
participated in the season¬ 


ending celebration in Las 
Vegas for the first time in 
his career. Although the 
awards banquet is the only 
actual black-tie affair, the 
week is packed with ap¬ 
pearances, events, cocktail 
parties, receptions and one 
sponsor-heavy luncheon. 
When he boarded the bus 
that took all 12 drivers to 
the luncheon, Keselowski 
was wearing an old pair 
of jeans and an untucked 
shirt. The other 11 drivers 
were all in suits. Someone 
on the bus offered suggest¬ 
ed they stop on the way so 
Keselowski could pick up 
something else to wear. 
Keselowski, who had an¬ 
nounced a multiyear con¬ 
tract extension with Penske 
Racing just hours earlier, re¬ 
fused. 

"I’m a race car driver!” he 
declared. "Why do I need 
to dress like that?” 

Perhaps he had a point. But 
it wasn’t a fight he was go¬ 
ing to win driving for Roger 
Penske, and Keselowski was 


upgrading his wardrobe a 
few weeks later. 

Keselowski has changed on 
the track, as well. 

He was rough and raw 
in the Nationwide Series, 
and he didn’t care who 
he wrecked when he was 
trying to get noticed. He 
wanted a job, wanted to 
survive in NASCAR and 
thought it was every man 
for himself. When he feud¬ 
ed with Denny Hamlin and 
Carl Edwards, and they 
tried to explain etiquette, 
he didn’t want to listen. 

It was maddening to more 
experienced drivers, who 
quickly ran out of patience 
with Keselowski. Because 
he was in a developmen¬ 
tal deal with Hendrick Mo- 
torsports, he got to drive a 
handful of races for them 
and sit in on some compe¬ 
tition meetings with the big 
boys. 

He was opinionated and 
outspoken, and the Hen¬ 
drick group found him wild¬ 
ly entertaining. □ 


NHL labor talks resume 
for 1 st time in 8 days 


By IRA PODELL 
AP Sports Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) -- For the first time in eight 
days, the NHL and the players’ association 
met at the league office for a little under 
2 hours before finishing for the night in an 
attempt to reach a deal to end the two- 
month old lockout. 

Talks resumed on Monday, the 65th day of 
the lockout that has already wiped out 327 
games and threatens the entire season if a 
settlement isn't reached soon. 

After turning down a suggestion from NHL 
Commissioner Gary Bettman to take a 


two-week break from negotiations, the 
union requested another meeting with the 
league that was scheduled Saturday. 

It was the first bargaining session between 
the sides since Nov. 11, when a busy week 
of negotiating wrapped up with a session 
that lasted just over an hour and didn’t 
produce any results. 

All games through Nov. 30 and the New 
Year’s Day Winter Classic have been 
called off. Another round of cancellations 
is expected this week if a new deal isn't 
reached. □ 
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NBA Roundup 

Lakers rip Rockets 119-108 for 4th win in 5 games 



Los Angeles Lakers guard Kobe Bryant, left, grabs a rebound as 
Houston Rockets guard James Harden watches during the sec¬ 
ond half of their NBA basketball game, Sunday, Nov. 18, 2012, in 
Los Angeles. The Lakers won 119-108. 

Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Kobe 
Bryant had 22 points, 11 re¬ 
bounds and 11 assists for his 
18th career triple-double, 
and the revitalized Los An¬ 
geles Lakers ran past the 
Houston Rockets 119-108 
Sunday night for their fourth 
victory in five games since 
firing coach Mike Brown. 
Dwight Howard had 28 
points and 13 rebounds, 
and Pau Gasol scored 
his 15,000th career point 
among his 17 as the Lakers 
returned to .500 by running 
away from their second 
straight opponent since 
coach Mike D'Antoni took 
over their practices. 
D'Antoni watched his sec¬ 
ond straight game from 
the Lakers' locker room 
while interim coach Bernie 
Bickerstaff ran the bench. 
D’Antoni decided earlier 
Sunday to delay his debut, 
giving him a few more days 
to recover from recent 
knee replacement surgery. 
Chandler Parsons scored 
24 and James Harden 20 
for the Rockets, who have 
lost six of eight. 

Bickerstaff improved to 4-1 
while filling in for Brown and 
D'Antoni, who announced 
the longtime NBA coach 
and executive will remain 
on his staff. 

THUNDER 119, 

WARRIORS 109 
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — 


Kevin Durant notched his 
first career triple-double 
with 25 points, 13 rebounds 
and a career-high 10 assists 
to lead Oklahoma City past 
Golden State. 

The three-time NBA scor¬ 
ing champion has endured 
some growing pains this 
season trying to improve his 
floor game, with a bump in 
his assist number coinciding 
with an increase in his turn¬ 
overs, too. 

He came in averaging four 
turnovers per game, the 
fourth-worst in the league. 
He turned it over just twice 
in this one. 

Stephen Curry led the War¬ 
riors with 22 points and Da¬ 
vid Lee had 19 points and 

10 rebounds. 

Russell Westbrook had 30 
points and Kevin Martin 
scored 23 for Oklahoma 
City. 

KNICKS 88, PACERS 76 

NEW YORK (AP) — Carmelo 
Anthony had 26 points and 
nine rebounds to help New 
York bounce back from its 
first loss of the season with a 
win over Indiana. 

JR Smith added 13 points 
and Raymond Felton had 

11 for the Knicks in their only 
home appearance over a 
span of seven games. 

After falling 105-95 at Mem¬ 
phis on Friday, the Knicks 
(7-1) go right back on the 
road to start another three- 


game trip Tuesday in New 
Orleans. 

In a game that was ugly, 
neither team shot 40 per¬ 
cent, but the Knicks built a 
big early lead, went up by 
as much as 20 and were 


never challenged. 

Paul George scored 20 
points Indiana, which 
played without leading 
scorer Danny Granger. 

NETS 99, KINGS 90 
SACRAMENTO, California 


(AP) — Reserve forward 
Andray Blatche scored 
22 points to lead Brooklyn 
over Sacramento for its 
fifth straight win. 

The Nets (6-2) matched 
the team's best start since 
the 2002-03 season when 
they went to the NBA fi¬ 
nals, losing to San Antonio 
in six games. 

Deron Williams had 14 
points and 10 assists for 
the Nets, whose longest 
winning streak last season 
was three games. Mar- 
Shon Brooks had nine of 
his 14 points in the fourth 
quarter. Brook Lopez had 
13 points and four blocks, 
and CJ Watson had 13 
points for Brooklyn. 
DeMarcus Cousins had 
29 points for the Kings, 
who have dropped five 
straight. 

RAPTORS 97, MAGIC 86 

TORONTO (AP) — De- 
Mar DeRozan scored 20 
points and Amir Johnson 
had 14 of his 15 points in 
the fourth quarter to lead 
Toronto over slumping Or¬ 
lando. 

Andrea Bargnani had 17 
points, Linas Kleiza scored 
10 of his 12 points in the 
fourth and Jose Calderon 
had a season-high 18 as¬ 
sists for the Raptors, who 
had lost six of their previ¬ 
ous seven home meetings 
with Orlando. □ 



Pittsburgh Steelers quarterback Byron Leftwich (4) is sacked by 
Baltimore Ravens defensive end Haloti Ngata (92) in the fourth 
quarter of an NFL football game on Sunday, Nov. 18, 2012, in 
Pittsburgh. The Ravens won 13-10. 


Steelers 

Continued from page 17 


He appeared in obvious 
pain on several occasions 
and had his ribs examined 
by team medical person¬ 
nel in the fourth quarter 
while Batch warmed up on 
the sideline. 

Leftwich did not miss a 
snap but labored throw¬ 
ing the ball. The former first 
round pick has one of the 
strongest arms in the NFL 
but was short on several 
passes to wide-open re¬ 
ceivers in the second half 
as Pittsburgh’s four-game 
winning streak came to a 
halt. 

Pittsburgh coach Mike 
Tomlin downplayed 

any disappointment in 
Leftwich’s play, saying 


he thought Leftwich was 
"great” on a night the 
Steelers recorded their 
lowest point total at home 
since a 3-0 victory over the 


Associated Press 

Dolphins in the middle of 
a torrential rain storm five 
years ago. 

"He sustained some hits, 
but that’s football," Tomlin 


said, "particularly when 
you’re talking about this 
matchup.” 

Leftwich, who did not take 
off his uniform until after 
reporters had left the locker 
room, was more focused on 
the offense's uneven play 
than his physical condition. 
The Ravens did more than 
give themselves a nice 
two-game cushion over 
Pittsburgh (6-4) with six 
weeks remaining in the 
season, they also exposed 
the Steelers’ flaws with 
Roethlisberger sidelined 
indefinitely with shoulder 
and rib injuries. 

Even worse, the Steelers 
converted just 5 of 17 
(30 percent) third-down 
opportunities, well off their 
49-percent conversion rate 
with Roethlisberger. 

"We just never could put 


two, three, four, five, six 
plays together,” Leftwich 
said. "We would make a 
big play and then we were 
right back to third-and-9, 
third-and-8 ... You’ve just 
got to be better on first and 
second down.” 

The seventh overall pick 
by Jacksonville in 2003 has 
struggled to stay healthy 
through the years. Now 
it's Batch’s turn to keep 
Pittsburgh’s postseason 
chances afloat. He beat 
out Jerrod Johnson for the 
team’s third quarterback 
spot in training camp 
and while he lacks the 
arm strength of Leftwich 
and Roethlisberger, his 
accuracy and quick 
release should help him 
in offensive coordinator 
Todd Haley's short-passing 
attack. □ 
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Ichiro Suzuki decides not 
to play in 2013 WBC 



In this Sept. 27, 2012 file photo. New York Yankees' Ichiro Suzuki 
swings a strike against the Toronto Blue Jays during the first inning 
of a baseball game in Toronto. Associated Press 


JIM ARMSTRONG 
AP Sports Writer 
TOKYO (AP) — Ichiro Suzuki 
told Japanese baseball of¬ 
ficials on Monday he has 
decided not to take part in 
next year's World Baseball 
Classic. 

“I appreciate being asked 
to play for Japan again at 
the WBC," Suzuki said. “But 
after the second tourna¬ 
ment in 2009 I never con¬ 
sidered playing in the third 
event. My feelings have not 
changed to this day, and 
it’s where things stand.” 

The 39-year-old Suzuki, who 


was instrumental in helping 
Japan win the WBC in 2006 
and 2009, joins fellow Jap¬ 
anese major leaguers Yu 
Darvish of the Texas Rang¬ 
ers and Milwaukee Brewers 
outfielder Norichika Aoki 
in opting out of the March 
2-19 tournament. 

Suzuki, a free agent, was 
traded from the Seattle 
Mariners to the New York 
Yankees in July. Yankees’ 
pitcher Hiroki Kuroda, an¬ 
other free agent, also said 
Monday he would not play 
in the 2013 WBC. 

Suzuki hit .322 in 67 games 


for the Yankees and was 
one of the team’s most 
consistent hitters. 

In the final of the 2009 WBC, 
Suzuki drove in the winning 
run with a line drive to cen¬ 
ter in the 10th inning as Ja¬ 
pan beat South Korea 5-3 
to claim its second straight 
title. 

With many major league 
players opting out, Ja¬ 
pan will likely field a team 
made up entirely of players 
from the domestic profes¬ 
sional league. Japan beat 
first-round WBC opponent 
Cuba in two exhibition 


games on the weekend by 
scores of 2-0 and 3-1 with 
players from the Central 
and Pacific leagues. 

Japan opens defense of 


its WBC title on March 2 in 
Pool A in Fukuoka, Japan, 
where it will face Cuba, 
China and a yet-to-be-de- 
termined qualifier.Q 


WADA: 4-year bans would serve as Olympic sanction 



John Fahey, the head of the World Anti-Doping Agency ponders 
a question during the press conference ending the symposium 
called “The Pharmaceutical Industry and the Fight against Doping 
: New Partnerships for Clean Sport” in Paris Monday, Nov. 12,2012. 

Associated Press 


STEPHEN WILSON 
AP Sports Writer 
LONDON (AP) — Drug 
cheats will be kept out at 
least one Olympics un¬ 
der the World Anti-Doping 
Agency’s proposal to in¬ 
crease the suspension for 
serious violations from two 
years to four years. 

WADA plans to double the 
standard penalty in the 
next edition of its global an¬ 
ti-doping code, which will 
come up for approval next 
year and go into effect in 
2015. 

WADA President John Fa¬ 
hey said Monday there is 
“an overwhelming amount 
of support for the sanction 
to be strengthened” for use 
of steroids, human growth 
hormone and other seri¬ 
ous doping substances and 
methods. 

Some athletes 

and sports bodies have 
previously challenged four- 
year bans in court as being 
too severe and a restraint 
of trade. But Fahey said 
WADA took legal advice 
on the issue and believes 
the sanction will stand up in 
court. 


“I am confident the four 
years won’t breach ... any 
current law in any part of 
the world," Fahey said in 
a conference call with re¬ 
porters from WADA offices 
in Montreal. “We have to 
be sensible and take into 
account proportionality 
and human rights. There is 
no point putting a penalty 
that would be thrown out 
by the civil courts.” 

The proposal was includ¬ 
ed in a new draft code 
that was presented to the 


WADA board on Sunday 
and will be reviewed next 
month. 

While backing four-year 
suspensions, WADA decid¬ 
ed not to include the IOC's 
proposal to include a spe¬ 
cific ban for the Olympics. 
The IOC’s previous rule — 
barring any athlete with a 
doping suspension of more 
than six months from com¬ 
peting in the next Olym¬ 
pics — was thrown out by 
the Court of Arbitration 
for Sport last year because 


it represented a second 
sanction and did not com¬ 
ply with the WADA code. 
The IOC then proposed in¬ 
cluding the rule in the next 
WADA code, but the board 
felt it wasn't necessary be¬ 
cause a blanket four-year 
ban would serve the same 
purpose. 

“Four years will invariably 
take out someone compet¬ 
ing in the next Olympics,” 
Fahey said. “It's not specif¬ 
ic to the ... Olympic move¬ 
ment. It’s simply a four-year 
term. It strengthens and 
covers things the Olympic 
movement thought ought 
to have been covered by 
their own rule in the past.” 
The IOC welcomed WA- 
DA’s move to stiffen the 
punishment but did not say 
whether it would give up 
on its own proposal. 

“One of the new proposals 
appears to be a reinforce¬ 
ment of the sanction for 
heavy doping to four years. 
This seems to address the 
IOC's and Olympic move¬ 
ment’s’ request to strength¬ 
en sanctions,” the IOC said 
in a statement to The Asso¬ 
ciated Press on Monday. 


“However, since the IOC 
still has to meet with its 
stakeholders to discuss the 
current drafts, it would be 
premature to comment fur¬ 
ther at this stage.” 

WADA's move also would 
bring an end to the British 
Olympic Association’s aim 
to revive its lifetime Olym¬ 
pic ban for dopers. The 
BOA rule was also thrown 
out last year by the arbitra¬ 
tion court. 

“There has been broad 
consensus that a two-year 
sanction for a serious first¬ 
time doping offense was 
insufficient and did not 
send the right message as 
a deterrent to those who 
might consider breaking 
the rules,” BOA spokesman 
Darryl Seibel said Monday. 
“By strengthening the sanc¬ 
tion, WADA is moving in the 
right direction.” 

WADA's current code in¬ 
cludes the possibility of 
four-year bans for “aggra¬ 
vated” circumstances, but 
few federations have ap¬ 
plied the tougher sanction. 
“By and large most settled 
on the two years,” Fahey 
said.Q 
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A kidney cancer more deadly 
for blacks than whites: study 


On quest for the perfect body, 
boys puting their health at risk 


DOUGLAS QUENQUA 
© 2012 New York Times 

It is not just girls these days 
who are consumed by an 
unattainable body image. 
Take David Abusheik. At 
age 15, he started lifting 
weights for two hours a 
day, six days a week. Now 
that he is a senior at Fort 
Hamilton High School in 
Brooklyn, he has been add¬ 
ing protein bars and shakes 
to his diet to put on muscle 
without gaining fat. 

“I didn't used to be into 
supplements,” said Abush¬ 
eik, 18, who plans on a ca¬ 
reer in engineering, “but 
I wanted something that 
would help me get bigger 
a little faster.” 


Pediatricians are starting 
to sound alarm bells about 
boys who take unhealthy 
measures to try to reshape 
their bodies into ones, like 
the actor Channing Ta¬ 
tum’s, that only genetics 
can truly confer. Whether 
it is long hours in the gym, 
allowances blown on ex¬ 
pensive supplements or 
even risky experiments with 
illegal steroids, the price 
American boys are willing 
to pay for the perfect body 
appears to be on the rise. 

In a study to be published 
Monday in the journal 
Pediatrics, more than 40 
percent of boys in middle 
school and high school said 
they regularly exercised 
with the goal of increasing 
muscle mass. Thirty-eight 
percent said they used 
protein supplements, and 
nearly 6 percent said they 


had experimented with ste¬ 
roids. 

Overall, 90 percent of the 
2,800 boys in the survey - 
who lived in the Minneapo¬ 
lis/St. Paul area, but typify 
what doctors say is a na¬ 
tional phenomenon - said 
they exercised at least oc¬ 
casionally in order to add 
muscle. 

“There has been a striking 
change in attitudes toward 
male body image in the 
last 30 years," said Dr. Har¬ 
rison Pope, a psychiatry 
professor at Harvard who 
studies bodybuilding cul¬ 
ture and was not involved 
in the study. The portrayal 
of men as fat-free and chis¬ 
eled “is dramatically more 


prevalent in society then it 
was a generation ago," he 
said. 

While college-age men 
have long been interested 
in body building, pediatri¬ 
cians say they have been 
surprised to find that now 
even middle school boys 
are so absorbed with build¬ 
ing muscles. And their 
youth adds an element of 
risk. 

Just as girls who count ev¬ 
ery calorie in an effort to 
be thin may do themselves 
more harm than good, 
boys who chase an illusory 
image of manhood may 
end up stunting their own 
development, doctors say, 
particularly when they turn 
to supplements - or worse, 
steroids - to supercharge 
their results. 

Many of these boys prob¬ 
ably see themselves in Mike 


Sorrentino, “The Situation” 
from the “Jersey Shore” se¬ 
ries on MTV, or the Adam 
Sackler character, on the 
HBO series “Girls,” who 
rarely wears a shirt or takes 
a break from his crunches. 
Abusheik, for instance, has 
a Facebook page full of 
photos of himself shirtless 
or showing off his six-pack 
abs. At his high school, 
participation in the annual 
bodybuilding competition 
hit an all-time high of 30 stu¬ 
dents this year. 

Alonso Huizar, 16, of Tuc¬ 
son, Ariz., could not say for 
sure which creatine supple¬ 
ments he takes. “I bounce 
around,” he said. “I get like, 
some type of chocolate 
flavor, depending on the 
price.” 

Alonso started lifting 
weights at 15 because he 
wanted to get bigger for 
soccer, “but I was also just 
trying to gain weight in 
general,” he said. Cristiano 
Ronaldo, the Brazilian soc¬ 
cer player, is the man with 
the body he would like to 
have, he said. 

His mother, Ana, said she 
would have preferred 
that Alonso hold off on 
weight training until he 
was older, but the pressure 
from coaches and peers 
made compromise impos¬ 
sible. “It's pushed on them 
- if you're going to play 
soccer, you have to lift 
weights,” she said. 

Boys are not alone in their 
pursuit of muscularity. A 
majority of girls in the Min¬ 
nesota study said they had 
changed eating or exer¬ 
cise habits to build muscle, 
with 21 percent using pro¬ 
tein supplements and near¬ 
ly 5 percent using steroids. 
“The model of feminine 
beauty is now more toned 
and fit and sculpted than 
it was a generation ago,” 
said Marla Eisenberg, assis¬ 
tant professor of pediatrics 
at the University of Minne¬ 
sota, the lead author of the 
Pediatrics study. “It’s not 
just being thin, it’s being 
thin and toned." Indeed, 
visitors to the “Fitspo” Face- 
book page are greeted by 
a sinewy model wearing a 
tank top that reads “Strong 
is the new skinny.”□ 


Cindy George 
© 2012 Houston Chronicle 

The most common form 
of kidney cancer is more 
deadly to black patients 
than whites, according to 
a new study led by an M.D. 
Anderson Cancer Center 
researcher. The large anal¬ 
ysis included nearly 40,000 
patients - 4,359 black and 
34,991 white - diagnosed 
with invasive renal cell car¬ 
cinoma from 1992 to 2007. 
The results were published 
online this week in Cancer, 
the journal of the American 
Cancer Society. "Black 
patients have been shown 
to have a poorer progno¬ 
sis despite their generally 
younger age and earlier 
tumor stage at diagnosis,” 
the paper said. Five-year 
survival rates were 72.6 per¬ 
cent for whites compared 
with 68 percent for blacks. 
The study concluded that 
whites have a "survival 
advantage” over black 
patients except among 
those of both races who 
received surgery. "African 
Americans started out with 
cancers that weren’t as se¬ 
rious, but ended up dying 
sooner,” Wong-Ho Chow 
said, adding that there's 
no clear reason why. Chow 
is an epidemiologist who 
spent most of her career 
at the National Cancer In¬ 
stitute and conducted the 
study there before joining 
Houston’s University of Tex¬ 
as M.D. Anderson Cancer 
Center in June. 

According to the institute, 
64,770 Americans - 40,250 
women and 24,520 men - 
will be diagnosed with can¬ 
cer of the kidney and renal 
pelvis in 2012. An estimated 
13,570 people will die from 
the disease this year. 

Kidney and renal pelvis 
cancer ranks eighth in inci¬ 
dence and 12th in cancer 
mortality. Renal cell carci¬ 
noma rates overall have 
been increasing for at least 
four decades, with Afri¬ 
cans Americans outpac¬ 
ing whites since at least the 
1990s. According to one 
UTMB physician, part of the 
reason the cancer may 
be more deadly for black 
patients is that whites are 
more likely to receive surgi¬ 
cal treatment. 



Featured is a model of a 
healthy kidney. 

(Handout Photo) 


Dr. Bagi Jana, an associ¬ 
ate professor at the Uni¬ 
versity of Texas Medical 
Branch at Galveston who 
is not involved in the study, 
said partial or radical ne¬ 
phrectomy - removing a 
kidney tumor or the entire 
organ - "is the treatment 
of choice.” According to 
Chow's study, 14.5 percent 
of black patients did not 
receive surgical treatment 
compared with 10.5 per¬ 
cent of whites. 

"It looks like African Ameri¬ 
cans had less likelihood 
of undergoing nephrec¬ 
tomy ... and that is pos¬ 
sibly linked to increasing 
the chance of death,” 
said Jana, who specializes 
in genitourinary cancers. 
The analysis didn't include 
other groups because the 
numbers were too small, 
but institute statistics show 
that renal cancer rates are 
highest among American 
Indians and Alaskan Na¬ 
tives. The study’s sample 
of patients came from 12 
institute registries represent¬ 
ing about 14 percent of the 
U.S. population including 
Connecticut, Hawaii, Iowa, 
New Mexico, Utah, 10 rural 
Georgia counties and the 
Atlanta, Detroit, Seattle, 
Los Angeles, San Francisco 
and San Jose, Calif., metro 
areas. Both the paper’s au¬ 
thor and the UTMB cancer 
specialist said more study 
is needed. One of the sus¬ 
pected causes for the sur¬ 
vival disparity is that black 
patients have higher rates 
of high blood pressure, kid¬ 
ney dysfunction and other 
conditions that may affect 
candidacy for kidney can¬ 
cer surgery, Jana said.Q 



David Abusheikh, 18, who works out six days a week, at Dolphin 
Fitness Club in New York, Nov. 16,2012. Whether it's long hours in 
the gym, allowances spent on supplements or even experiments 
with illegal steroids, the price American boys are willing to pay 
for the perfect body appears to be on the rise. 

(Beatrice de Gea/The New York Times) 
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‘Anonymous’ targets Israeli websites over Gaza war 



A plume of smoke is seen over central Gaza Strip, after an airstrike by Israeli forces, as seen from 
the Israel Gaza border, Monday, Nov. 19, 2012. 

Associated Press 


Disney to shutter online 
movie store, website 


LAUREN E. BOHN 
RAPHAEL SATTER 
Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — A con¬ 
certed effort of millions of 
attempts to cripple Israeli 
websites during the Gaza 
conflict has failed, Israel's 
finance minister said Mon¬ 
day, claiming that the only 
site that was successfully 
hacked was back up within 
minutes. 

Cyber security experts said 
that such hacking attempts 
have become a new as¬ 
pect of modern-day war¬ 
fare and states have to 
invest in fortifying their vir¬ 
tual defenses on a battle¬ 
ground with vague terrain. 
Israel regularly fights off 
hundreds of hacking at¬ 
tempts every day, but 
nothing on the scale of the 
recent torrent of attacks. 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — The 

Walt Disney Co. is shutting 
down its Web movie ser¬ 
vice, Disney Movies Online, 
saying the site wasn’t keep¬ 
ing up with user demands. 
In an email to users, the 
company said the site 
would be closed as of Dec. 
31. 

The site allowed visitors to 
buy and rent movies from 
the Disney library, includ¬ 
ing films made by its sub¬ 
sidiary Pixar. It also allowed 
people who purchased 
physical discs to stream the 
movies from the website. 
On Monday, movies on the 
site no longer appeared to 
be available for purchase 
or rental. The site said 
people who had already 
redeemed disc purchases 
can continue to stream the 
movies on the site through 
the end of the year. People 
who bought movies on the 
site previously are being of¬ 
fered refunds. 

“The digital environment is 
rapidly evolving and Dis¬ 
ney Movies Online does 
not have the flexibility 
that many users today de¬ 
mand,” a Disney spokes¬ 
person said in a statement. 
“We made a business deci¬ 
sion to close the service un¬ 


til we are able to provide 
the greatest value and 
experience to our custom¬ 
ers.” 

Disney did not announce 
when its expected re¬ 
placement service, Disney 
Movies Anywhere, would 
be launched. 

Disney Movies Online did 
not attract many custom¬ 
ers and had limited ca¬ 
pabilities. Users couldn’t 
download their digital 
movies for offline play¬ 
back, there was no support 
for connected devices like 
game consoles, and it only 
offered movies for stream¬ 
ing on Web browsers. 
Disney is the only studio of 
the six Hollywood majors 
that has declined to par¬ 
ticipate in Ultraviolet, a 
standard that gives con¬ 
sumers the ability to view 
their movie purchases on 
multiple devices. It is devel¬ 
oping its own technology 
called KeyChest that per¬ 
forms a similar function. 
Studios hope that giving 
consumers the ability to do 
more with their movie pur¬ 
chases will help boost sales. 
Since launching in October 
of last year. Ultraviolet has 
had about 6 million people 
sign up.Q 


The online group Anony¬ 
mous and other protesters 
have barraged Israel with 
more than 60 million hack¬ 
ing attempts, according to 
the finance minister, Yuval 
Steinitz. 

To counter the threat, Stein¬ 
itz said, the government 
is working in “emergency 
mode.” 

He claimed all but one 
of the attacks has been 
fended off, and that one 
knocked a website offline 
for only 10 minutes. 
Anonymous - the multifac¬ 
eted movement of online 
rebels and self-described 
“hacktivists,” spearheaded 
the campaign against Isra¬ 
el, distributing press releas¬ 
es and videos denouncing 
what it described as an “in¬ 
sane attack” against Gaza. 
The cyber onslaught be¬ 
gan after Israel launched 
airstrikes against Gaza last 
week following persistent 
rocket fire. 

Others have joined into 
what has effectively be¬ 
come a free-for-all attack 
on Israel. One group, which 
called itself the Pakistani 
Cyber Army, claimed re¬ 
sponsibility for having hi¬ 
jacked roughly two dozen 
Israeli-registered sites, in¬ 
cluding one belonging to 
Coca-Cola. 

One of its members, who 
identified himself only as a 
Pakistani Muslim, told The 


Associated Press that more 
was on the way. 

“We won't stop until they 
stop killing innocent kids 
and people,” he said. 
Much of the online on¬ 
slaught has come in the 
form of denial-of-service 
attacks, a technique that 
works by overloading a 
website with traffic. 

Tel Aviv-based security 
company Radware said 
the attacks against Israel 
first began surging across 
the web on Thursday, de¬ 
scribing some as well coor¬ 
dinated denial-of-service 
attacks. Although such at¬ 
tacks can effectively knock 
their targets off the web, 
they’re usually temporary 
and rarely do lasting dam¬ 
age. 

Radware said the targets 
included the Israel Defense 
Forces, the prime minister's 
office, Israeli banks, the 
Tel Aviv city government, 
airlines, infrastructure and 
business sites. 

Ronen Kenig, a Radware 
analyst, said the flow of 
rogue traffic wasn’t as 
powerful as attacks that hit 
the U.S. banking sector two 
months ago. 

“In terms of the amount of 
traffic, it’s not massive,” he 
said, explaining that the at¬ 
tackers were yet to draw on 
networks of infected com¬ 
puters — known as botnets 
— to mount their attacks. 


Botnets are amassed by 
hackers and can grow to 
include thousands of com¬ 
promised computers, giv¬ 
ing them much more fire¬ 
power than a few dozen 
online activists acting in 
tandem. 

Government sites aren’t 
the only ones targeted. 
Many other apparently ran¬ 
domly chosen Israeli sites 
have been hit, including 
an Israeli massage parlor, 
an obscure luxury car site, 
an accountancy practice 
and a university website. 
Erel Margalit, chairman of 
Jerusalem Venture Part¬ 
ners, a leading Israeli ven¬ 
ture capital firm, has invest¬ 
ed significantly in Israel's 
cybersecurity system but 
said more must be done. 
“Israel has the Iron Dome 
system (to intercept incom¬ 
ing rockets), but it needs a 
cyberdome,” he said, not¬ 
ing the government just 
approved collaboration on 
the first-ever private cyber¬ 
security incubator to further 
invest in the industry. 

“The start-up nation is also 
a cybernation, it needs 
to be defended, and Is¬ 
rael is known to be quite 
advanced in this field,” 
he said. Israel is often 
called the start-up nation 
because of its technolo¬ 
gy companies. 

Kenig said his company 
had seen evidence the at¬ 
tackers were ramping up 
their efforts. 

Technolytics Institute, a pri¬ 
vate U.S. consultancy, said 
Israel is prepared to con¬ 
front incoming threats, rat¬ 
ing Israel as fourth behind 
Russia, China, and the U.S. 
for cyberintelligence ca¬ 
pabilities — not just defen¬ 
sive, but offensive, as well. 
Kevin Coleman, senior fel¬ 
low at Technolytics, said 
while Israel has invested 
significantly in the industry. 
Anonymous has become 
a new, threatening “virtual 
state” of sorts. 

“When you think about 
conflict in general, you 
think about borders, but 
the internet doesn’t have 
borders,” he said. “So how 
do you retaliate against a 
loose coalition? How do 
you negotiate a cease-fire 
with Anonymous? Q 
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Hopes for budget deal send US stocks soaring 


DANIEL WAGNER 
AP Business Writer 

The stock market finally 
shook its post-election 
slump. 

Investors seized on hope 
that Washington will reach 
a deal on the federal bud¬ 
get and drove stocks to 
their biggest gain in two 
months. A pair of strong 
corporate earnings reports 
also helped. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average closed up 207 
points, or 1.7 percent. Since 
President Barack Obama 
and a divided Congress 
were returned to power 
Nov. 6, the Dow had fallen 
six out of eight days and 
slid a total of 650 points. 
Obama and congressional 
leaders are in talks to avoid 
going over a “fiscal cliff” on 
Jan. 1, when tax increases 
and mandatory govern¬ 
ment spending cuts are set 
to take effect. 

While Obama and Re¬ 
publicans appear at odds 
on whether tax rates for 
the wealthiest Americans 


SANDY SHORE 
AP Business Writer 

Commodity prices rose 
broadly Monday amid hints 
of progress in U.S. budget 
negotiations and in solving 
Greece's debt problems. 
The gains were spread 
wide. Gold, copper, oil 
and sugar ending higher. 
Orange juice, cotton and 
natural gas fell. 

If the U.S. and global econ- 


should rise, lawmakers sug¬ 
gested over the weekend 
that progress is possible. 

“I can tell you that the fiscal 
cliff is focusing the mind,” 


said Illinois Sen. Richard 
Durbin, a Democrat, said on 
CNN’s “State of the Union.” 
He said he had heard from 
Republicans “the begin¬ 
ning of a negotiation." 


omies improve, it could 
mean more demand for 
such materials as oil, cop¬ 
per and agricultural crops. 
Separately, the Greek gov¬ 
ernment presented emer¬ 
gency legislation aimed at 
landing the country’s next 
bailout payment. It’s an 
indication that Greece is 
hoping to remain in the Eu¬ 
ropean Union, said Matt le¬ 
mon, an analyst with Kings- 


Comments like those com¬ 
forted investors, who are 
grasping for signs that the 
negotiations might go 
somewhere. 


(AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster) 

“It is quite clear that both 
sides want to come to a 
compromise and that a 
reasonable compromise 
is available,” David Kelly, 
chief global strategist for J.P. 


view Financial. 

“In the markets, that's a sign 
of relief, I think," he said. 
Commodities also benefit¬ 
ed from a weaker dollar. 
Because commodities are 
priced in dollars, a weaker 
dollar makes them cheaper 
for traders who use other 
currencies. Trading was light 
across the board ahead of 
the Thanksgiving weekend. 
That tends to make price 


Morgan Funds, wrote in a 
note to clients. 

Other financial analysts 
noted that there have 
been few substantive de¬ 
velopments to drive the 
market's swings, and sug¬ 
gested the market's surge 
will be short-lived. 

“I don’t think anything has 
changed. It's just the talk 
from day to day,” said Ste¬ 
phen Carl, principal and 
head equity trader at The 
Williams Capital Group, an 
investment bank. “We’ll 
see what happens tomor¬ 
row." 

This week’s market will be 
tougher to decipher, Carl 
said, because volume is 
increasingly light leading 
up to the Thanksgiving 
holiday. Big price swings 
are more likely when there 
are fewer buyers and sell¬ 
ers in the market. 

The Standard & Poor's 500 
index rose 27.01 points, or 
2 percent, to 1,386.89. The 
Nasdaq composite aver¬ 
age gained 62.94, or 2.2 
percent, to 2,916.07. 


swings more exagger¬ 
ated, particularly in the 
smaller commodity mar¬ 
kets. Sugar rose 0.79 cent, 
or 4.1 percent, to finish at 
19.94 cents per pound. Al¬ 
though rain caused some 
problems for the Brazilian 
sugar cane harvest, inves¬ 
tors appeared to be more 
influenced by the encour¬ 
aging economic signals, 
analysts saidO 


The S&P 500 and Nasdaq 
were lifted by Apple, which 
had its biggest one-day 
gain since April. It rose 
$38.05, or 7.2 percent, to 
$565.73. Some analysts cast 
doubt on a sell-off that had 
pushed the stock down 
more than 20 percent from 
its recent peak. 

Corporate earnings reports 
also boosted the indexes. 
Home improvement chain 
Lowe’s said its third-quarter 
profit surged 76 percent. 
That followed a strong re¬ 
port from Home Depot last 
week. Lowe's rose $1.98, or 
6.2 percent, to $33.96. 

Tyson Foods, the country’s 
biggest meat company, 
beat analysts’ expecta¬ 
tions for its quarterly earn¬ 
ings. Tyson added $1.84, or 
10.9 percent, to $18.72. 
Materials stocks, a cat¬ 
egory that includes forest¬ 
ing companies, metal pro¬ 
ducers and miners, soared, 
supported by the latest sign 
that a recovery in the hous¬ 
ing market has stabilized. 
The National Association of 
Realtors said sales of previ¬ 
ously occupied homes in 
the U.S. rose in October, 
helped by a stronger job 
market and record-low 
mortgage rates. The pace 
of sales is roughly 11 per¬ 
cent higher than a year 
ago. 

Stocks fell in each of the 
past four weeks as traders 
fretted about the possibility 
that lawmakers will fail to 
prevent the spending cuts 
and tax increases from tak¬ 
ing effect.Q 


Commodities benefit from economic clues 



President Barack Obama acknowledges House Speaker John 
Boehner of Ohio in Washington. U.S. stocks shook off their post¬ 
election slump Monday and recorded big gains as investors 
appeared more optimistic about a deal to avoid a federal budget 
crisis and were encouraged by a pair of corporate earnings 
reports. 
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Wednesdays from 6 to 9 pm 
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Sail along Aruba’s scenic coastline and 
enjoy the sunset followed by a Caribbean 
buffet catered by award-winning chefs. 


Book now! Via internet: www.redsailaruba.com or by phone: (+297) 586-1603 


Average US credit card 
debt per user up in 3Q 



ALEX VEIGA 
AP Business Writer 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Amer¬ 
icans cranked up their use 
of credit cards in the third 
quarter, racking up more 
debt than a year ago, 
while also being less dili¬ 
gent about making pay¬ 
ments on time, an analysis 
of consumer-credit data 
shows. The average credit 
card debt per borrower in 
the U.S. grew 4.9 percent 
in the July-to-September 
period from a year earlier 
to $4,996, credit reporting 
agency TransUnion said 
Monday. At the same time, 
the rate of credit card 
payments at least 90 days 


overdue hit 0.75 percent, 
up from 0.71 percent in the 
third quarter of last year, 
the firm said. 

While higher, the late pay¬ 
ment rate is rising from 
historically low levels. The 
lowest late payment rate 
on TransUnion records go¬ 
ing back to the mid-1990s 
was 0.56 percent, set in the 
third quarter of 1994. More 
recently, it was at 0.60 per¬ 
cent in the second quarter 
of last year. 

During the last recession, 
many Americans reined in 
spending in favor of paying 
off debf, particularly credit 
card balances. The hous¬ 
ing downturn also prompt¬ 
ed many homeowners to 
make paying their credit 
card accounts on time a 
priority at the expense of 
ofher financial obligafions, 
such as fheir mortgage 
payments.Q 


Apple gians after share 
sell-off is called ‘insane’ 


NEW YORK (AP) — Shares 
of Apple jumped nearly 
6 percent Monday, with 
one analyst calling a two- 
month sell-off in shares of 
the world’s most valuable 
company “insanely in¬ 
sane." 

After hitting an all-time 
high of $705.10 on fhe day 
the company launched 
the iPhone 5 in September, 
Apple's stock slumped into 
correction, and then into 
bear territory, down nearly 
21 percent. Topeka Capi¬ 
tal Markets analyst Brian 
White, who sees insanity in 
the stock plunge, believes 
that the sell-off is overdone. 
He cites new “blockbuster” 
products for the holiday 
season — including the 
iPad Mini — as reasons for 


buying the stock. He thinks 
Apple could grow its earn¬ 
ings per share at a rate of 
20 percent to 30 percent 
per year over the next five 
years. That’s based on the 
company's low market 
share in mobile phones 
and PCs, “combined with 
growth opportunities in 
tablets and new potential 
areas such as Apple TV.” 
That said, the U.S.-based 
company warned late 
last month that the costs 
of making new gadgets 
would cut into profit in its 
holiday quarter. On the 
same day, the company 
fell short of Wall Sfreef ex¬ 
pectations for the second 
quarter in a row — some¬ 
thing that hasn't happened 
in more than a decade.Q 


US homebuilder confidence at 
6-year high on strong demand 


ALEX VEIGA 
AP Real Estate Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Con¬ 
fidence among U.S. home¬ 
builders rose this month to 
its highest level in six and a 
half years, driven by strong 
demand for newly built 
homes and growing opti- 


the housing bubble burst. 
Readings below 50 suggest 
negative sentiment about 
the housing market. The in¬ 
dex last reached that level 
in April 2006. Still it has been 
trending higher since Octo¬ 
ber 2011, when it stood at 
17. The survey is based on 


adjusted annual rate of 
389,000 in September, an 
increase of nearly 6 per¬ 
cent from the previous 
month and the highest lev¬ 
el in more than two years. 
All told, sales of new homes 
have increased 27.1 per¬ 
cent over the past year, 
although sales remain well 
below healthy levels. Data 
on new-home sales in Oc¬ 
tober are due out next 
week. Sales of previously 
occupied homes rose 2.1 
percent in October to a 
seasonally adjusted an¬ 
nual rate of 4.79 million, 
the National Association 
of Realtors said Monday. 
The sales pace is roughly 
11 percent higher than a 
year ago, though sales re¬ 
mains below the more than 
5.5 million that economists 
consider consistent with a 
healthy market. 

Home sales have been bol¬ 
stered by the lowest mort¬ 
gages rates in decades. 
The average rate on the 
30-year fixed mortgage 
has been below 4 percent 
all year. And that’s helped 
drive home prices higher in 
many markets. Meanwhile, 
builders are starting to put 
up more homes. □ 



Ford Smith works on a new home under construction in Chicago. 
Confidence among U.S. homebuilders rose in October to its 
highest level in six and a half years. 

(AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh) 

responses from 417 build¬ 
ers. The index sank to 8, its 
lowest point dating back to 
1985, in January 2008. 
Builders' confidence has 
improved this year as the 
housing market has shown 
signs of a sustained turn¬ 
around. U.S. sales of new 
homes hit a seasonally 


mism that the housing re¬ 
covery will strengthen next 
year. 

The National Association of 
Home Builders/Wells Fargo 
builder sentiment index re¬ 
leased Monday increased 
to 46, up from 41 in October. 
That's the highest reading 
since May 2006, just before 


SAS avoids bankruptcy with union deals 


JAN M. OLSEN 
Associated Press 
COPENHAGEN, Denmark 
(AP) — Scandinavia’s flag¬ 
ship airline SAS averted 
imminent bankruptcy on 
Monday after all eight 
unions signed new collec¬ 
tive agreements that will 
see jobs, salaries and pen¬ 
sions cut in the hope of 
restoring the company's 
competitiveness and profit¬ 
ability. 

Seven unions from Sweden, 


Norway and Denmark had 
given their approval to the 
savings plan, but the Dan¬ 
ish cabin crew union CAU 
had held out for the better 
part of the day. 

“I am very happy that we 
managed to get a deal,” 
said Helge Thuesen, chair¬ 
man of CAU, which repre¬ 
sents over 1,400 cabin at¬ 
tendants in Denmark. “We 
have stretched ourselves 
very, very far to reach out 
to SAS.” 


SAS, which is half-owned 
by the governments of 
Sweden, Norway and Den¬ 
mark, needed the unions 
to sign off on the restructur¬ 
ing in order to keep owners 
and creditors satisfied. 

In recent years SAS has 
been pinched by competi¬ 
tion from regional discount 
carriers, and the airline says 
the new round of cost-cut- 
ting measures will go far to 
improve competitiveness 
and profitabilityO 



















Tuesday, November 20, 2012 


^ I COMICS 



Mutts 



6 Chix 



Blondie 


WHY THE X OBVIOUSLY, I'M TRYING 
PILGRIM /TO ENHANCE THE RESTIVE „ 
OUTFIT, Y ATMOSPHERE IN MY DINER I 




Mother Goose & Grimm 


D\D 40U PICKUP 
OUR PINNER FOR 
THANKSGIVlNGf 


^EAH/ 
I GOT 
A DEAL 



IT'S A 
FREE- 
RANOE 
TURKEV. 



Baby Blues 



Zits 
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Difficulty Level ★★ 11/20 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Bylaw 

5 _ apso; long¬ 
haired Tibetan 
dog 

10 Pizzazz 

14 Not closed 

15 Baseball’s 
Hank_ 

16 Actress 
Barbara _ 

17 Yearn 

18 Beer mug 

19 Boyfriend 

20 Eternal 

22 Says over 

24 Hubbub 

25 Irritated 

26 Makes a salary 

29 Recline 

30 Out of too 
far away to get 

34 Actor Garrett 

35 Hair product 

36 _ Nevada; 
western range 

37 Bunk or berth 

38 Excruciating 

40 Dine 

41 Tooth coating 

43 Wrath 

44 Walk the floor 

45 Challenged 

46 Purchase 

47 Dangers 

48 Runs fast 

50 Split- _ soup 

51 Too-lenient 
parent 

54 Insanity 

58 Walk around 
with a long 
face 

59 Fencing sword 

61 Not working 

62 Seep out 

63 Lopsided 

64 In a_; feeling 

put-upon 

65 _ upon; 
trampled 

66 Lets a flat 

67 Evening bugle 
call 

DOWN 

1 Actor’s part 

2 Come _; find 
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3 Give to a 
borrower 

4 Neighbor of 
Scotland 

5 Cowboy’s rope 

6 Bowlers and 
sombreros 

7 “You _ what 
you eat” 

8 Evening party 

9 Building wing 

10 Father of 
James & John 

11 Concept 

12 Orderly 

13 African 
antelopes 

21 Ames & Asner 

23 Jeopardy 

25 Capital of 
Lithuania 

26 Receded 

27 Sports building 

28 “M*A*S*H” role 

29 Luau garland 

31 Regions 

32 _ the whip; lay 
down the law 

33 Detests 

35 Four qts. 


36 Take to court 

38 Ride a bike 

39 Cook in oil 
42 Earned 

44 Liberace, e.g. 

46 Bawl out 

47 _ as a lobster 

49 Actor Romero 

50 Divides 


51 Blemish 

52 Penniless 

53 Greek liqueur 

54 Become liquid 

55 Author Ferber 

56 Lose one’s 
footing 

57 Matching pairs 
60 Canister 
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Judge asks Hostess to mediate 


The Associated Press 

The tasty cream-filled gold¬ 
en spongecakes known as 
Twinkies won’t die that eas¬ 
ily after all. 

Hostess Brands Inc. and its 
second largest union will 
go into mediation to try 
and resolve their differenc¬ 
es, meaning the company 
won't go out of business just 
yet. The news came Mon¬ 
day after Hostess moved 
to liquidate and sell off its 
assets in bankruptcy court 
citing a crippling strike last 
week. 

The bankruptcyjudge hear¬ 
ing the case said Monday 
that the parties haven’t 
gone through the criti¬ 
cal step of mediation and 
asked the lawyer for the 
Bakery, Confectionery, To¬ 
bacco Workers and Grain 
Millers International Union, 
which has been on strike 
on Nov. 9, to ask his client, 
who wasn’t present, if the 
union would agree to par¬ 
ticipate. The judge noted 
that the bakery union went 
on strike after rejecting the 
company’s latest contract 
offer, even though it never 
filed an objection to it. 
“Many people, myself in¬ 
cluded, have serious ques¬ 
tions as to the logic behind 



Hostess Twinkies in a studio in 
New York. 

(AP Photo/Mark Lennihan) 


this strike,” said Judge Rob¬ 
ert Drain, who heard the 
case in the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court in the Southern Dis¬ 
trict of New York in White 
Plains, New York. “Not to 
have gone through that 
step leaves a huge ques¬ 
tion mark in this case." 
Hostess and the union are 
expected to begin the me¬ 
diation process on Tuesday. 
Irving, Texas-based Hostess, 
weighed down by debt, 
management turmoil, ris¬ 
ing labor costs and the 
changing tastes of Ameri¬ 
ca, decided on Friday that 
it no longer could make it 
through a conventional 
bankruptcy restructuring. 
Instead, it’s asked the court 


for permission to sell assets 
and go out of business. 

It's a far cry from when the 
maker of Twinkies, Ding 
Dongs and Ho Ho’s filed 
for bankruptcy in January, 
its second bankruptcy pro¬ 
tection filing in less than a 
decade. The company 
had hoped to emerge 
with stronger financials. It 
brought on CEO Gregory 
Rayburn as a restructuring 
expert and was working 
to renegotiate its contract 
with labor unions. 

But Rayburn wasn't able to 
reach a deal with the bak¬ 
ery union, which went on 
strike Nov. 9. Rayburn said 
that Hostess was already 
operating on razor thin 
margins and that the strike 
was the final blow. 

The company’s announce¬ 
ment on Friday that it 
would move to liquidate 
prompted people across 
the U.S. to rush to stores and 
stock up on their favorite 
Hostess treats. Many busi¬ 
nesses reported selling out 
of Twinkies within hours and 
the spongy yellow cakes 
turned up for sale online for 
hundreds of dollars. 

Even if Hostess goes out of 


Psychic canile Duning 
Solves problems with 
complete 

satisfaction,specializing 
in love. 

Calls enemies names. 
Removes negativity. 
Solves all problems 
Guaranteed Results. 
817-834-4261 


Psychic canile Duning 
Solves problems with 
complete 

satisfaction,specializing 
in love. 

Calls enemies names. 
Removes negativity. 
Solves all problems 
Guaranteed Results. 
817-834-4261 



Tel: 582-0697/ 583-7*84 
SelwTlond str. 70 
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Quality Apartments e? 

'Sfudr* i L-frO AptS, * Fully FurYiish*d 

'Kitchen / Airctt / table TV 
LeSS Phtirt 3 nvli frMnCfifh -Bf-nch A 4 itirgv Sifpernmr^etS. 
Feci free Td conTncE ar visit 
Mon - Fri: Sat A Sun: Sam-SfHft. 



Ruby 37 

This well maintained 
property with beautiful 
views on 691 m 2 of land is 
located in North. 

The property comes with 
swimming pool,jacuzzi, 
alarm system, landscaped 
garden, covered back patio, 
garage, 3 bedrooms, 

2 bathrooms 

This property is ovoiloble 

right away! 


OnM^i 

Best & Solid Real Estate 



Mt 


US $ 875. 


Palm Beach 4-G 
Tel.: 586 4242 
www.arubahouses.com 


with union 


business, its popular brands 
will likely find a second life 
after being snapped up by 
buyers. The company says 
several potential buyers 
have expressed interest in 
the brands. Although Host¬ 
ess’ sales have been de¬ 
clining in recent years, the 
company still does about 
$2.5 billion in business 
each year. Twinkies along 
brought in $68 million so far 
this year.Q 




Salon & Spa / Special 

Manic & Pedicure $30 
Relax massage (50 min) $45 
Facial $45 

and much more... posibility to pick 
up!! 

Bella Vista Salon & Spa 

Seroe Patrishi 43-A 

Call now 583-7338/737-1408 

197431 

FOR SALE 

Condo in Gold Coast 
Everything’s included in 
this 2 Br 2 14 bath unit 
check it out now at 
www.arubarental.info 

or call 562-0735 free 
pick up 

_ 113454 

LA CABANA 

Fixed week owners, 
protect your interest. 

Join FW0A 
fwoa1@verizon.net 

113141 


FOR RENT 


Time Shares for rent / sale 
Aruba Beach Club 
wk46 11/17 STARTS UP $3400 
Playa Linda wk47 Studio 11/25 
starts $3100 

Tropicana 1 br 1557 rent 465 buy 
1800 11/23 starts 


La Cabana Rm 105 C 1 br pool fl, 
12/7 starts rent 565 buy $3200 
E-mail: rmwimw@aol.com 


US 508-651-0016 


197694 


Police 

100 

Fire Dept. 

115 

Fire Dept. II 

582-1108 

Police Tipline 

11141 

Hospital 

527-4000 

Oranjestad 

Ambulance 

582-1234 

Police 

582-4000 

San Nicolas 

Ambulance 

584-5050 

Police Station 

584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 

584-1606 

Valero Security 

584-1720 


DOCTOR 

ON DUTY 


^ ORANJESTAD 

U 

L 

I_ 

20 November 

Dr. Habibe 


Pharmacy on duty 

ORANJESTAD: 


Botica Dakota Tel: 588-7364 


SAN NICOLAAS: 


Botica Aloe Medico Tel: 584-4606 


Police 

Police 581-1100 

Oranjestad 582-4000 

Noord 587-0009 

Sta. Cruz 585-4710 

Savaneta 584-7000 

San Nicolas 584-5000 



Emergency 

Numbers 



Emergency 


911 


OfES* 1 


Services 


Information 

Setar 

Taxi 

Taxi- Tas 
Profesional Taxi 
Taxi D.T.S. 
Service Aruba 


118 

582-5151 

582- 2116 

587- 5900 

588- 0035 
587-2300 

583- 3232 


CRUISE SHIP 



Nov. 21 Ocean Dream 


Aruba Airport Tel:524-2424 

American Airlines Tel: 582-2700 
Avianca Tel: 588-0059 

Dutch Antilles Tel: 588-1900 

InselAir Tel: 588-9314 

Jet Blue Tel: 588-2244 

Spirit Airlines Tel: 582-7117 

Suriname Airways Tel: 582-7896 
Tiara Air Tel: 588-4272 

Venezolana Tel: 583-7674 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 

Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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^ I SCIENCE 



Even apes have ‘midlife crises/ study finds 



In this Feb. 1,2011 file photo, chimpanzees sit in an enclosure at the Chimpanzee Eden rehabilitation 
center, near Nelspruit, South Africa. 

Associated Press 


MALCOLM RITTER 
AP Science Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Chim¬ 
panzees in a midlife crisis? 
It sounds like a setup for a 
joke. 

But there it is, in the title of 
a report published Monday 
in a scientific journal: “Evi¬ 
dence for a midlife crisis in 
great apes.” 

So what do these apes do? 
Buy red Ferraris? Leave their 
mates for some cute young 
bonobos? 

Uh, no. 

“I believe no ape has ever 
purchased a sports car,” 
said Andrew Oswald, an 
author of the study. But re¬ 
searchers report that cap¬ 
tive chimps and orang¬ 
utans do show the same 
low ebb in emotional well¬ 
being at midlife that some 
studies find in people. 

That suggests the human 
tendency toward midlife 
discontent may have been 
passed on through evo¬ 
lution, rather than result¬ 
ing just from the hassles of 
modern life, said Oswald, a 
professor of economics at 
the University of Warwick 
in England who presented 
his work Monday in the Pro¬ 
ceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences. 

A second study in the jour¬ 
nal looks at a younger age 
group and finds that hap¬ 
piness in youth can lead to 
higher income a few years 
down the road. 

More on that later. Let’s get 


back to those apes. 

Several studies have con¬ 
cluded that happiness in 
human adults tends to fol¬ 
low a certain course be¬ 
tween ages 20 and 70: It 
starts high and declines 
over the years to reach a 
low point in the late 40s, 
then turns around and rises 
to another peak at 70. On 
a graph, that's a U-shaped 
pattern. Some research¬ 
ers question whether that 
trend is real, but to Oswald 
the mystery is what causes 
it. 

“This is one of the great pat¬ 
terns of human life. We’re 
all going to slide along this 
U for good or ill,” he said. 
“So what explains it?” 


When he learned that oth¬ 
ers had been measuring 
well-being in apes, “it just 
seemed worth pursuing the 
hunch that the U might be 
more general than in hu¬ 
mans,” he said. 

He and co-authors assem¬ 
bled data on 508 great 
apes from zoos and re¬ 
search centers in the U.S., 
Australia, Canada, Singa¬ 
pore and Japan. Caretak¬ 
ers and other observers had 
filled out a four-item ques¬ 
tionnaire to assess well-be¬ 
ing in the apes. The ques¬ 
tions asked such things as 
the degree to which each 
animal was in a positive or 
negative mood, how much 
pleasure it got from social 
situations, and how suc¬ 
cessful it was in achieving 
goals. The raters were even 
asked how happy they 
would be if they were the 
animal for a week. 

Sounds wacky? Oswald 
and his co-authors say re¬ 
search suggests it's a valid 
approach. And they found 
that the survey results pro¬ 
duced that familiar U- 
shaped curve, adjusted to 
an ape's shorter lifespan. 


“We find it for these crea¬ 
tures that don’t have a 
mortgage and don’t have 
to go to work and don't 
have marriage and all the 
other stuff,” Oswald said. 
“It's as though the U shape 
is deep in the biology of hu¬ 
mans” rather than a result 
of uniquely human experi¬ 
ences. 

Yes, apes do have social 
lives, so “it could still be 
something human-like that 
we share with our social 
cousins,” he said. “But our 
result does seem to push 
away the likelihood that it's 
dominantly something to 
do with human life." 

Oswald said it's not clear 
what the evolutionary pay¬ 
off might be from such dis¬ 
content. Maybe it prods 
parents to be restless, “to 
help find new worlds for the 
next generation to breed,” 
he said. 

Frans de Waal, an authority 
in primate behavior at Em¬ 
ory University, cautioned 
that when people judge 
the happiness of apes, 
there may be a “human 
bias." But in an email he 
called the results “intuitively 


correct" and said the no¬ 
tion of biological influence 
over the human pattern is 
“an intriguing possibility." 
Even happiness researcher 
Sonja Lyubomirsky of the 
University of California, 
Riverside, who thinks the 
U-shaped pattern in peo¬ 
ple is a statistical mirage, 
says she can’t write off the 
ape result the same way. 
“I'm not really sure what 
it means,” she said. “I am 
finding this very intriguing.” 
Maybe it will spur more 
thinking about what's go¬ 
ing on in both apes and 
humans, she said. 

Oswald is also an author 
of a second report in the 
journal that finds new evi¬ 
dence that being happy 
can help young people 
earn more money later 
on. Prior research had also 
reached that conclusion, 
but Lyubomirsky and Uni¬ 
versity of Virginia psychol¬ 
ogy professor Shige Oishi 
called the new work the 
best evidence yet. 

“Wow,” Oishi said in an 
email. “This is a very strong 
paper” in its approach. 
Researchers drew on data 
from a huge sample of 
young Americans who 
were surveyed repeatedly. 
They were asked to rate 
their positive feelings such 
as happiness and hopeful¬ 
ness at age 16 and again 
at 18, and their satisfaction 
with life at 22. Research¬ 
ers then compared their 
ratings with their income 
around age 29. The data 
came from nearly 15,000 
participants at age 16, and 
at least 11,000 at the latter 
two ages. 

Higher income at age 29 
was consistently linked to 
greater happiness at the 
earlier ages. The least hap¬ 
py 16-year-olds, for exam¬ 
ple, went on to average 
about $10,000 a year less 
than the happiest. □ 
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MTV special profiles 
young people with HIV 




This Oct. 17, 2008 file photo shows Dr. Drew Pinsky, better known 
as radio and TV personality “Dr. Drew,” posing for a photo at the 
Westwood One studios in Culver City, Calif. 

Associated Press 


DAVID BAUDER 
AP Television Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — MTV is 

airing a special next week 
with profiles of three young 
people who have the HIV 
infection, amid worries that 
some people are taking 
the condition too casually. 
The special, “I’m Positive,” 
is scheduled to air Dec. 
1. Drew Pinsky, who is one 
of the show’s producers, 
said that if it does well, he 
hopes it can become a 
regular series. In three de¬ 
cades, infection with the 
virus that causes AIDS has 
gone from a virtual death 
sentence to a chronic con¬ 
dition that can be con¬ 
trolled with early detection 
and a drug regimen. But 
even if it doesn’t develop 
into full-blown AIDS, there’s 
still some doubt about the 
long-term health implica¬ 
tions of living with HIV and 
the drugs designed to keep 
control of it, Pinsky said. 
“People are taking it too 
casually ... and forget¬ 
ting about it,” Pinsky said. 
A generational divide is 
evident in the profiles on 
“I’m Positive.” California girl 
Kelly, one of the three sub¬ 
jects, feels in control of the 
situation despite her infec¬ 
tion. The mother of Stepha¬ 
nie, a single Southern girl 
infected through one in¬ 
stance of unprotected sex, 
is distraught and thinks her 
daughter is about to die. 
The third profile subject, 
Otis, had a hard time tell¬ 
ing his family that he was 
HIV positive since it was 


only a year earlier that he 
revealed he was gay. As 
proven by its program¬ 
ming on teenage preg¬ 
nancy, MTV finds that this 
documentary-style pro¬ 
gramming is a good way 
to reach its young viewers 
with a message. □ 


This undated theater image released by Cirque du Soleil shows a scene from “Totem,” a show that 
traces the journey of the human species from its original amphibian state. Associated Press 

Cirque du Soleil's ‘Totem’ planned for NYC 


AC/DC releases entire catalog on iTunes 



In this Nov. 12,2008 file photo, AC/DC lead singer Brian Johnson, 
left, and Angus Young perform on the Black Ice tour at Madison 
Square Garden in New York. 

Associated Press 


MESFIN FEKADU 
AP Music Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — AC/DC 

is finally releasing its music 
digitally on iTunes. Colum¬ 
bia Records and Apple 
announced Monday that 
the classic rock band’s mu¬ 
sic will be available at the 
iTunes Store worldwide. 
Sixteen studio albums will 
be released, including 
“High Voltage” and “Back 
in Black," which is already 
in the Top 30 on iTunes’ top 


albums chart. Two of the 
group's albums are also 
in the Top 100 and several 
of the Australian band's 
songs are in the Top 200. 
AC/DC was one of the few 
acts that would not release 
music through the digital 
outlet. Two years ago Ap¬ 
ple struck a deal with The 
Beatles’ record label, EMI 
Group, and management 
company, and began sell¬ 
ing the group's music. Kid 
Rock, who had also been 


against selling his music 
through the digital retailer, 
is releasing a new album, 
“Rebel Soul," on Monday 
and it's available on iTunes. 
Silvio Pietroluongo, Bill¬ 
board’s director of charts, 
said AC/DC’s decision isn’t 
shocking. “It's something 
that I think artists realize 
they need to do in order 
to get their music into the 
hands of their fans and to 
make more money," he 
said. “Right now with CD 
sales being what they are, 
touring is the main source 
of income and not every 
band is equipped to be 
out on tour 200 days a year 
to make the kind of money 
the need to make, or want 
to make.” Garth Brooks, 
however, has yet to release 
his music on iTunes. Pietro¬ 
luongo said he believes 
the country star will come 
around, but he's not sure 
when that will be. Four of 
AC/DC’s live albums and 
three compilation records 
are also available. The 
statement said the songs 
have been mastered for 
iTunes “with increased au¬ 
dio fidelity." □ 


MARK KENNEDY 
AP Drama Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Cirque 
du Soleil will mark the 25th 
anniversary of its first trip to 
New York next year with 
a visit by its high-octane 
show “Totem.” 

The show will open March 
14 at Citi Field, home of the 
New York Mets. 

Since its world premiere in 
2010, “Totem," written and 
directed by Robert Lep¬ 
age, has visited over 16 dif¬ 
ferent cities in four different 
countries. After New York, 
it goes to Philadelphia in 
May. 

According to Cirque, the 
show “traces the fascinat¬ 
ing journey of the human 
species from its original am¬ 
phibian state to its ultimate 
desire to fly.” It features ac¬ 
robats on parallel bars, in 
aerial rings, on a trapeze, 
in roller skates and on uni¬ 
cycles. 

The last Cirque show in New 
York was the summer return 
of “Zarkana.’O 
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For Ang Lee, all movies are a leap of faith 



This April 26, 2012 file photo shows Ang Lee posing for a 
portrait backstage at CinemaCon 2012, the official con¬ 
vention of the National Association of Theater Owners 
in Las Vegas. Lee is the director the the film, “Life of Pi.” 

Associated Press 


JAKE COYLE 
AP Entertainment Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Is there 
anything Ang Lee can’t 
do? 

The pithy answer might 
be: Large, angry, green 
men. Yes, Lee’s “Hulk” was 
not well received. But in 
his incredibly varied film¬ 
ography, Lee has steadily 
steered films that could 
very well have turned di¬ 
sastrous into box-office hits 
and Oscar bait. 

Combining martial arts with 
drama? “Crouching Tiger, 
Hidden Dragon” became 
the highest grossing foreign 
language film ever, more 
than double any previous 
foreign film. A film about 
gay cowboys? “Brokeback 
Mountain" went on to be 
nominated for eight Os¬ 
cars, winning three includ¬ 
ing best director. 

Few filmmakers have been 
so drawn to such delicate 
material where even slight 
shifts in tone or execution 
could mean the difference 
between a hit or a flop. 
That couldn’t be truer for 
Lee's new film, “Life of Pi,” a 
supreme balancing act for 
a filmmaker accustomed to 
working on tightropes. 

In an interview the day af¬ 


ter “Life of Pi" premiered 
at the New York Film Festi¬ 
val in September, Lee sat 
down with obvious relief. 
Asked how he was doing, 
Lee exhaled: “Better than I 
thought.” 

The first screening had gone 
well: the 3-D “Life of Pi" was 
greeted as a success and 
immediately added to the 
Oscar race. For even Lee, 
knowing which side of the 
sword a film of his will fall 
isn’t clear until the first audi¬ 
ence sees it. 

“I’ve been holding this anxi¬ 
ety for a long time. It's an 


expensive movie," says Lee. 
“It's really like the irrational 
number of pi. For a long 
time it felt that way — not 
making sense.” 

“Life of Pi,” which 20th 
Century Fox will release 
Wednesday, contains, Lee 
says, “all the no’s” of film- 
making: kid actors, live ani¬ 
mals and oceans of water. 
It’s adapted from Yann 
Martel's best-selling 2001 
novel, in which a deadly 
shipwreck maroons a boy 
(Suraj Sharma) on a lifeboat 
with a Bengal tiger. 

Not only does filming such 


a tale involve consider¬ 
able challenges, the story 
is ultimately a spiritual jour¬ 
ney — and matters of God 
and faith are far from typi¬ 
cal blockbuster fodder. For 
those reasons and others, 
the project went through 
several previously attached 
directors, including Alfonso 
Cuaron, M. Night Shyama- 
lan and Jean-Pierre Jeunet. 
Lee, then, was a kind of 
savior, one of few directors 
capable of corralling all the 
difficult elements of “Life of 
Pi.” His imprimatur helps car¬ 
ry it, given that the cast is 
one of unknowns (Sharma, 
only 17 when cast, hadn't 
previously acted), digital 
creations (a combination 
of real tigers and digital ef¬ 
fects were used) and inter¬ 
national actors (Irrfan Khan, 
Gerard Depardieu). 

Tobey Maguire, who starred 
in Lee's “The Ice Storm" and 
“Ride With the Devil,” was 
initially meant to give the 
film a dose of star power, 
but he was recast (with 
Rate Spall) after proving an 
awkward fit. 

Elizabeth Gabler, president 
of Fox 2000 Pictures, calls 
the film — whose budget 
exceeded $100 million — 
a huge gamble. The inter¬ 


national cast and the PG- 
13 rating, Gabler says, will 
hopefully make “Life of Pi” 
"an international adven¬ 
ture for people of all ages.” 
“Why do I dare, a Chinese 
director, do Jane Austen 
when I still speak pigeon 
English?” Lee says, referring 
to his 1995 film “Sense and 
Sensibility.” "It's still a leap 
of faith, you're taking a risk. 
Every movie is unknown. If 
it's known, then no studio 
would lose money." 

Lee was born and raised in 
Taiwan, where he initially 
pursued acting. Artistic en¬ 
deavor in ‘60s and ‘70s Tai¬ 
wan, he says, was consid¬ 
ered a low profession and 
not the choice of his father. 
Ever since, patriarchs have 
been a connecting tissue in 
Lee's protean filmography. 
Responding to a comment 
that father figures — in¬ 
cluding one in “Life of Pi” 
— have often been focal 
points in his films, Lee cor¬ 
rects: “I think always.” 

“I never rebelled against 
him but he told me what I 
do is,” he says. “The father 
figure is something I love, 
but also suffocate from and 
want to work against. My 
mother loves me and ev¬ 
erything goes well. Q 


‘Lincoln’ director Spielberg speaks in Gettysburg 



Director Steven Spielberg speaks at a ceremony to mark 
the 149th anniversary of President Abraham Lincoln's de¬ 
livery of the Gettysburg Address at Soldier's Nation¬ 
al Cemetery in Gettysburg, Pa., Monday, Nov. 19, 2012. 

Associated Press 


MARK SCOLFORO 
Associated Press 
GETTYSBURG, Pennsylvania 
(AP) — Film director Steven 
Spielberg's claim to world¬ 
wide fame and one of the 
greatest careers in Holly¬ 
wood history didn't stop 
him from expressing a sense 
of humility Monday, as he 


delivered the keynote ad¬ 
dress during ceremonies 
to mark the 149th anniver¬ 
sary of Abraham Lincoln's 
“Gettysburg Address." 
“I’ve never stood anyplace 
on earth where it's easier 
to be humbled than here," 
said Spielberg, whose bi- 
opic about the 16th presi¬ 


dent is currently in theaters. 
His remarks were made at 
the annual event at the 
Soldier’s National Cem¬ 
etery in Gettysburg, near 
the site where Lincoln 
gave the famous oration 
amid the American Civil 
War in 1863, four months 
after the battle in which 
the Union turned back an 
invasion of the North by 
Confederate troops un¬ 
der Gen. Robert E. Lee. 
After spending seven years 
working his new movie “Lin¬ 
coln,” Spielberg said the 
president came to feel like 
one of his oldest and dear¬ 
est friends, and he sensed 
he was living in the pres¬ 
ence of what he called 
Lincoln's “eloquent ghost.” 
“Lincoln wanted us to 
understand that equal¬ 
ity was a small ‘D’ demo¬ 
cratic essential,” Spielberg 
said, describing Lincoln’s 
three-minute speech as 


“his best and truest voice" 
and the single “most per¬ 
fect prose poem ever 
penned by an American.” 
Carl Sandberg, in his biogra¬ 
phy of Lincoln, described it 
as a speech about how de¬ 
mocracy is worth fighting for. 
“It had the dream touch 
of vast and furious events 
epitomized for any fore¬ 
teller to read what was to 
come,” Sandberg wrote. 
“His cadences sang the 
ancient song that where 
there is freedom men have 
fought and sacrificed for 
it, and that freedom is 
worth men’s dying for.” 
As part of the event, 16 
newly minted Americans 
from 11 countries took 
the oath of allegiance 
to become U.S. citizens. 
Spielberg, who has twice 
won an Academy Award 
for best director, spoke of 
the interplay between his¬ 
tory and memory, and be¬ 


tween memory and justice. 
“It's the hunger we feel for 
coherence, it's the hun¬ 
ger we feel for progress for 
a better world,” he said. 
“I think justice and mem¬ 
ory are inseparable.” 
The crowd, estimat¬ 
ed at 9,000, gave him 
a standing ovation. 
Penn State film major Ali¬ 
son Golanoski, 19, from 
Gettysburg, said afterward 
that Spielberg's passion 
for Lincoln came through. 
“He was very invested in 
Lincoln as a person, and 
his personality,” Golanos¬ 
ki said. “I loved all of it.” 
The 150th yearsince the bat¬ 
tle will be marked in 2013, 
particularly around the bat¬ 
tle's anniversary in early July. 
“Lincoln,” which stars Dan¬ 
iel Day-Lewis in the title role, 
concentrates on the period 
leading up to the president’s 
assassination in 1865. □ 
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Hacking General Petraeus 



JOE NOCERA 
© 2012 New York Times 

This is not going to end well for 
the FBI. 

We are now entering the sec¬ 
ond phase of the David Pe¬ 
traeus scandal. The first phase 
began on Nov. 9 when Petraeus 
revealed that he had had an 
affair and resigned as CIA direc¬ 
tor. For the next week, the press 
scrambled to keep abreast of 
every head-spinning new plot 
twist. General Petraeus slept 
with whom? Jill Kelley did what? 
Petraeus’ biographer/mistress 
titled her book what? Phase 1 of 
any big national scandal ends 
when the New York tabloids 
stop writing their laugh-out-loud 
cover headlines (“Cloak and 
Shag Her’’ screamed The New 
York Post) and relegate the story 
to the inside pages. That hap¬ 
pened Friday. 

In Phase 2, people begin to 
grapple with the scandal’s larg¬ 
er meaning, assuming, of course, 
that it has some larger meaning. 
The sordid John Edwards affair, 
for instance, showed that he 
had never been fit for public 
office, much less the vice presi¬ 
dency. The Bernie Madoff scan¬ 
dal showed that investors will 
happily suspend disbelief when 
their fund manager’s returns are 
too good to be true. 

But the Petraeus scandal could 
well end up teaching some very 
different lessons. If the most ad¬ 
mired military man in a genera¬ 
tion can have his email hacked 
by FBI agents, then none of us 
are safe from the post-9/11 sur¬ 
veillance machine. 

And if an affair is all it takes to 
force such a man from office, 
then we truly have lost all sense 
of proportion. 

Let’s go back to the scene of 
the so-called crime, to Tampa, 
Fla., where Kelley, an attrac¬ 
tive wannabe socialite, gets 
some unsettling emails from an 
anonymous sender. If she had 
any sense, she would block the 
email address and be done with 
it. But because she knows that 
men will bend the rules for her 
- after all, high-ranking military 
officers granted her unfettered 
access to MacDill Air Force 
Base - she goes to her (male) 
FBI friend, who advocates with 
his superiors for an investigation. 
They agree - and persuade a 
judge to issue a search warrant. 
But on what grounds? I looked 
up the cyberstalking statute. 
It says that a crime has been 
committed when email “causes 


substantial emotion distress’’ or 
places the victim in “reasonable 
fear of death or serious bodily 
injury.’’ 

This strikes me as a pretty high 
standard. It is possible, I sup¬ 
pose, that the anonymous 
emails Kelley was getting from 
Paula Broadwell, Petraeus’ for¬ 
mer mistress, met that standard. 
And the FBI has worked hard to 
make Broadwell’s emails sound 
as threatening as possible. But 
once they leak out, as they 
surely will, I strongly suspect that 
we’ll see that the law was just a 
fig leaf. 

So, too, with the “classified infor¬ 
mation’’ Broadwell is supposed 
to have. (And didn’t you love 
the FBI’s big show of carting 
away her computers?) Given 
the government’s propensity, 
since 9/11, to stamp “classified’’ 
on every piece of paper short of 
the paper towels in the commis¬ 
sary, my guess is that this claim is 
also going to turn out to be less 
than earth-shattering. 

Once the FBI learned the truth 
- that it was just about sex - it 
needed a high-minded ra¬ 
tionale to keep snooping. 
Broadwell did the FBI a huge fa¬ 
vor by leaving “classified” infor¬ 
mation on her computer. 

I understand why Petraeus felt 
he needed to resign; the affair 
had violated his own code of 
honor. I also understand that 
his propensity for publicity and 
control made him unpopular 
among the CIA rank-and-file. 
But I still wish President Barack 
Obama had refused his request 
to resign. 

I wish the president had said 
that although Petraeus had 
made a mistake in his personal 
life - an all-too-human mistake, 
made by millions of people ev¬ 
ery day - the consequences of 
that mistake should be dealt 
with by him, his wife and his for¬ 
mer lover. 

I wish he had said that the affair 
should not trump his decades of 
public service, or stop him from 
continuing to serve. 

I wish he had said that the Jus¬ 
tice Department’s inspector 
general was going to conduct 
an inquiry into whether the FBI 
had acted appropriately in han¬ 
dling Kelley’s complaint. 

On MSNBC on Friday afternoon, 
Andrea Mitchell spoke to Sen. 
Roy Blunt, R-Mo., who had just 
come from a closed-door Intel¬ 
ligence Committee meeting 
where Petraeus had testified. 
“Do you think he had to resign?” 
she asked. 

“Based on what I know, I 
wouldn’t think so,” Blunt replied. 
“Clearly,” he added, “this is not 
someone who is going to be 
subject to blackmail.” Thus did 
Blunt swat away the one legiti¬ 
mate rationale for forcing Pe¬ 
traeus from his job because of 
his affair. 

In the weeks to come, a lot 
more people are going to come 
to the same conclusion - and 
are going to ask the same ques¬ 
tions about the ease with which 
the government can look at our 
emails and peep into our bed¬ 
rooms. Such a rethinking is long 
overdue.Q 



YOU'RE FACING A 
GREATER REFORM CRISIS' 
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Anybody Notice A Pattern Here? 



GAIL COLLINS 
© 2012 New York Times 

It appears that Mitt Romney 
was a terrible presidential can¬ 
didate. 

OK, some people have known 
that ever since the story broke 
about strapping his dog on the 
car roof. But now we seem to be 
reaching a consensus. 

First, there was that matter of los¬ 
ing the election. Then this week 
Romney told some of his donors 
that while he was pursuing the 
“big issues,” President Barack 
Obama had purchased the 
support of blacks, Hispanics and 
young people with goodies like 
college loans and health care 
reform. College-age women, 
Romney claimed, traded their 
votes for “free contraceptives.” 
Show them a birth control pill 
and they’ll follow you anywhere. 
Romney said all this in a private 
conference call, so he couldn’t 
have suspected that it would 
wind up in the media. There is no 
precedent whatsoever for re¬ 
porters getting hold of remarks 
presidential candidates make 
to private groups about the in¬ 
herent greediness of American 
voters. 

Nevertheless, quite a few Re¬ 
publicans thought it was a bad 
idea to insult the integrity of 
American youth and minorities 
at a moment when everybody 
agreed that the electoral future 
belonged to American youth 
and minorities. “Romney, take 
responsibility for being flawed 
candidate, w/delusional cam¬ 
paign w/no vision,” tweeted 


Ana Navarro, a Republican 
strategist. “I don’t want to rebut 
him point by point. I would just 
say to you, I don’t believe that 
we have millions and millions 
of people in this country that 
don’t want to work,” said Sen. 
Marco Rubio of Florida. Florida 
is flooded with potential Repub¬ 
lican presidential candidates, 
the top two being Rubio and 
former Gov. Jeb Bush. That’s 
reasonable - except, have you 
noticed that things in Florida al¬ 
ways have a tendency to get a 
little weird? Is it an accident that 
the woman at the center of the 
Petraeus scandal - the one with 
the financial troubles and the 
glamorous twin - is from Tampa? 
This week former Gov. Charlie 
Crist officially repudiated reports 
in a London paper that he and 
the twin used to date. 

For Republicans, the mood after 
the election was so bad that - I 
know you will be shocked to hear 
this - a Republican Party official 
in Texas advocated leaving the 
Union. “We must contest every 
single inch of ground and delay 
the baby-murdering, tax-raising 
socialists at every opportunity,” 
wrote Peter Morrison, treasurer 
of the Hardin County Republi¬ 
can Party. “But in due time, the 
maggots will have eaten every 
morsel of flesh off of the rotting 
corpse of the Republic, and 
therein lies our opportunity.” (To 
be fair, you can’t judge an en¬ 
tire state by one county political 
official. Although Bud Kennedy, 
a columnist for The Fort Worth 
Star-Telegram, pointed out that 
Morrison had once been cho¬ 
sen to help screen public school 
textbooks for the State Board of 
Education.) Romney supporters 
couldn’t believe that they had 
lost fairly. The Maine Republican 
chairman was breathlessly re¬ 
porting that “dozens, dozens of 
black people” had mysteriously 
shown up to vote in rural areas. 
Now things are calmer - per¬ 
haps because, if they want to, 
Republicans can just blame 
everything on Romney’s poor 
campaign skills. Really terrible 


skills! Maybe the worst presi¬ 
dential candidate in American 
history! Well, possibly not worse 
than Charles Cotesworth Pinck¬ 
ney, who got only 8 percent 
of the electoral vote against 
Thomas Jefferson. But Thomas 
Jefferson had the Louisiana Pur¬ 
chase. If Barack Obama had 
bought Manitoba, Republicans 
would have understood his win¬ 
ning. And actually not quite as 
bad as John McCain, who got 
fewer electoral votes when he 
lost in 2008 than Romney just 
got. But at least McCain has 
gone on to provide service to 
the country in the Senate, such 
as his current attempts to warn 
the nation that we haven’t 
been told enough about what 
happened during the tragic 
attack in Benghazi. McCain 
was so desperate to sound the 
alarm that he missed a classi¬ 
fied briefing on Benghazi to hold 
a press conference complain¬ 
ing that he had not been given 
enough information. Which 
clearly he hadn’t. He knew 
nothing! Nothing whatsoever! 
And what was the administra¬ 
tion going to do about that? “It 
is essential for the Congress to 
conduct its own independent 
assessment,” said the senator, 
demanding that Congress form 
a special committee to look into 
Libya. This would be a double 
benefit, helping to inform all the 
members who missed their nor¬ 
mal committee briefings while 
also addressing the continuing 
national crisis over the shortage 
of congressional committees. 
Afterward, McCain was his 
normal even-tempered self. 
(“Because I have the right as a 
senator to have no comment 
and who the hell are you to tell 
me if I can or not?”) But you did 
have to wonder. McCain. Then 
Romney. Now, all these guys 
from Florida and Paul Ryan, who 
when last heard from was blam¬ 
ing his ticket’s defeat on the “ur¬ 
ban” vote. 

Somewhere, there’s a right-wing 
Michael Dukakis waiting for the 
phone to ring.Q 






































Tuesday, November 20, 2012 


?? I FEATURE 


As US coastal towns rebuild, 
some wonder if they should 


JUSTIN GILLIS 
FELICITY BARRINGER 
© 2012 New York Times 
DAUPHIN ISLAND, Ala. - 

Even in the off season, the 
pastel beach houses lining 
a skinny strip of sand here 
are a testament to the 
good life. 

They are also a monument 
to the generosity of the 
federal government. 

The western end of this Gulf 
Coast island has proved to 
be one of the most hazard¬ 
ous places in the country 
for waterfront property. 
Since 1979, nearly a dozen 
hurricanes and large storms 
have rolled in and knocked 
down houses, chewed up 
sewers and water pipes 
and hurled sand onto the 
roads. 

Yet time and again, checks 
from Washington have al¬ 
lowed the town to put itself 
back together. 

Across the nation, tens of 


ricane Sandy - an amount 
that could exceed $30 bil¬ 
lion - will be used the same 
way. 

Tax money will go toward 
putting things back as they 
were, essentially duplicat¬ 
ing the vulnerability that ex¬ 
isted before the hurricane. 
“We're Americans, damn 
it,” said Robert S. Young, 
a North Carolina geologist 
who has studied the way 
communities like Dauphin 
Island respond to storms. 
“Retreat is a dirty word.” 
This island community of 
roughly 1,300 year-round 
residents has become a 
symbol of that reflexive 
policy. 

Like many other beach¬ 
front towns. Dauphin Island 
has benefited from the Staf¬ 
ford Act, a federal law that 
taps the U.S. Treasury for 75 
percent or more of the cost 
of fixing storm-damaged in¬ 
frastructure, like roads and 


advocacy groups across 
the political spectrum have 
argued that these subsidies 
waste money, put lives at 
risk and make no sense in 
an era of changing climate 
and rising seas. 

“The best thing that could 
possibly come out of Sandy 
is if the political establish¬ 
ment was willing to say, 
‘Let's have a conversation 
about how we do this differ¬ 
ently the next time,"' said 
Young, a coastal geologist 
who directs the Program 
for the Study of Developed 
Shorelines at Western Caro¬ 
lina University. “We need 
to identify those areas - in 
advance - that it no longer 
makes sense to rebuild.” 

A coalition in Washington 
called SmarterSafer.org, 
made up of environmen¬ 
talists, libertarians and bud¬ 
get watchdogs, contends 
that the subsidies have 
essentially become a de¬ 



Homes on the west end of Dauphin Island, Ala., Nov. 16, 2012. Federal subsidies have allowed 
coastal communities to rebuild after storms, with little consideration of whether it makes sense to 
do so in disaster-prone areas. 
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billions of tax dollars have 
been spent on subsidizing 
coastal reconstruction in 
the aftermath of storms, 
usually with little consider¬ 
ation of whether it actu¬ 
ally makes sense to keep 
rebuilding in disaster-prone 
areas. If history is any guide, 
a large fraction of the fed¬ 
eral money allotted to New 
York, New Jersey and other 
states recovering from Hur¬ 


utilities. At least $80 mil¬ 
lion, adjusted for inflation, 
has gone into patching up 
this one island since 1979 
- more than $60,000 for 
every permanent resident. 
That does not include pay¬ 
ments of $72 million fo ho¬ 
meowners from fhe highly 
subsidized federal flood in¬ 
surance program. 

Lately, scientists, budget¬ 
conscious lawmakers and 


structive, unaffordable en¬ 
titlement. 

“We simply can’t go on 
subsidizing enormous num¬ 
bers of people to live in ar¬ 
eas that are prone to huge 
natural disasters,” said Eli 
Lehrer, the president of the 
conservative R Street Insti¬ 
tute, part of the coalition. 
This argument might be 
gaining some traction. 
Earlier this year, Congress 




A welcome sign for the coastal town of Dauphin Island, Ala., 
Nov. 16, 2012. 

(Jeff Haller/The New York Times) 


passed changes to the 
federal flood insurance 
program fhaf are sup¬ 
posed fo raise historically 
low premiums and reduce 
homeowner incentives for 
rebuilding in fhe mosf haz¬ 
ardous areas. 

Dauphin Island is a case 
study in the way the feder¬ 
al subsidies have enabled 
repetitive risk taking. Orrin 
H. Pilkey, an emeritus pro¬ 
fessor at Duke University 
who is renowned for his re¬ 
search in costal zones, de¬ 
scribed the situation here 
as a “scandal.” The island, 
four miles off the Alabama 
coast, was for centuries 
the site of a small fishing 
and farming village reach¬ 
able only by boaf. Buf in 
fhe 1950s, the Chamber of 
Commerce in nearby Mo¬ 
bile decided to link it to the 
mainland by bridge and 
sell lots for vacafion homes. 
Then Hurricane Frederic 
struck in 1979, ravaging the 
island and destroying the 
bridge. 

President Jimmy Carter 
flew over fo inspect the 
damage. Rex Rainer, the 
Alabama highway direc¬ 
tor at the time, recalled 
several years later that the 
president “told us to build 
everything back just like it 
was and send him the bill." 
The era of taxpayer largess 
toward Dauphin Island 
had begun. With $33 mil¬ 
lion of federal money, lo¬ 
cal leaders built a fancier, 
higher bridge that encour¬ 
aged more development 
in the 1980s. Much of that 
construction occurred on 
the island’s western end, a 
long, narrow sand bar sit¬ 
ting only a few feet above 
the Gulf of Mexico. 

Since 1988, federal figures 
show, Dauphin Island prop¬ 
erty owners have paid only 


$9.3 million in premiums to 
the national flood insur¬ 
ance program, but they 
have received $72.2 million 
in payments for their dam¬ 
aged homes. Figures from 
a federal contractor show 
that the average island 
resident pays less than $700 
a year for flood insurance, 
though a few do pay as 
much as $3,000. 

On Dauphin Island and in 
many other beachfront 
communities, the federal 
subsidies have helped peo¬ 
ple replace small beach 
shacks with larger, more 
valuable homes. That is a 
main reason the nation’s 
costs of storm recovery are 
roughly doubling every de¬ 
cade, even after adjusting 
for inflation. People here 
have formed strong emo¬ 
tional attachments to their 
island. “There's a lot of wild¬ 
life and a lot of bird life, and 
it’s just a great place to re¬ 
lax," said Jay Minus, a law¬ 
yer in Mobile who owns two 
homes on the western end. 
“You can sit on the porch 
and watch the dolphins 
swim past your house.” 

Just this summer. Hurricane 
Isaac dealt the island a 
moderate blow, leaving 
most homes unscathed but 
managing to do $3 million 
worth of damage to public 
infrastructure. On a recent 
day, bulldozers crawled 
around the island, scoop¬ 
ing up tons of sand to re¬ 
plenish the beach. As in 
the past, the town will most 
likely pay only 15 percent 
of the repair costs. 

With little pressure coming 
from Washington or state 
governments, only a hand¬ 
ful of communities have 
started thinking seriously 
about a new approach. 
“We need a plan,” Young 
said.Q 





















